
To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Se nt: 
Subject: 

Wendy 

FYI 

Sherry 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Gayne, Andrew F.[agayne@aoc.gov) 
Deskins, Sherry 
Tue 7/5/2016 9:37 :41 PM 
FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

From: eContact 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2016 5:36 PM 
To: L .... ......... __ ............................. Ex .. 6 -_Personal Privacy .................. ······ ·····-··· ···· ··········· i 
Subject: FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

From: ! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ! 
Sent: t i:i'es·diiy:"Jufy"o;·20TtS··s·:·36:0'ZrPlvf'(UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Arms, sent on behalf of the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

Good Afternoon , 

I am pleased to report that starting tomon-ow, July 6, 20 I 6, blood lead level testing wi ll be 
available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no cost to the 
individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attending Physician 's Rayburn Uoit 
(B-344). Resul ts wil l be provided di rectly to and confidentially with the individuals who elect to 
be tested. 

To set up an appointment or for more information, please reach out to the Office of the 
Attending Physician's Occupational Health Division at 202-225-0611 . All other questions or 
comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to comnrnnicationsa1)aoc.gov. 



Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
From: Adams, Susan 
Sent: Fri 7/1/2016 8:38:35 PM 
Subject: Congressional ltr copying EPA Administrator 
2016.07.01 Lieu Lead in Cannon Letter.pdf 

Hi Wendy, wanted to give you a heads up on a letter we received today from Congressman Lieu 
on which the EPA Adminisn-ator is copied. 

l know Sherry has been in contact and sending you our FAQ updates. 

Today, we beld 3 briefings for Cannon House Office Building Congressional staff today- about 
60 attendees. The briefings and Q&A went very well, received much positive feedback. People 
seem to be realizing we acted in an abundance of caution. 

Congress has been out of session thi s week and returns Tuesday so we expect more requests for 
briefings/information. 

Sherry is on leave on Tuesday. Please let me know if you require any infonnation or assistance 
in her absence. 

Have a happy and safe independence day holiday. 

Sue 

People first, safety always! 

Susan P. Adams 

Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs 



Archi tect of the Capitol 

202.226.0630 (w) 202.329.6442 (m) 



TEOW. LIEU 
3JHO o,~1mc,, C•l»OAMA 

COMMITIEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT 
ANO GOVERNMENT REFORM 

<!rnngr.ess nf tqe laniteh §tate.s 
j!}ouse of ll\cpres'Cntati\.Jes 

1ll1I,rnqington. IDQ1 2ll515-ll533 

The Honorable Stephen Ayers 
Architect of the Capitol 
Senate I3asement 16 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Dear Mr. Ayers and Mr. Weidemcyer, 

July 1, 2016 

William M. Weidemeyer 
Superintendent, llouse Office Buildings 
Rayburn 834 1 
Wasl1ington, DC 20515 

11 t 5 f.A.J•HJON Hou~• OH,r.f AlitlOlr,,(. 
WASHINUTOII, DC 20515 

!202) 22S-3976 

$055 WJLSHtRr 3-0uLEVAAO. SUITE 310 
Lus ANVt u !., Cl\ 00036 

(3101652-3095 

1(.00 ~o:.:u.n•1.~ Avu~ut , 4rtt ftco~ 
M•I\HAT'TAII 0EAC", Cl\ 90266 

(3101 321-7004 

I am writing in regards to your June 28 announcement that lead levels in the drinking water in the Cannon 
House Office Building arc above the Environmental Protection Agency (EJ>A) safe drinking water 
standards. As you know, the EPA safe standard for lead in water is 15 ppb, and some of the water in 
Cannon measured lead levels over three times the legal limit. My constituents, staff, and l have been 
potentially exposed to lead poisoning, as well as the constituents, staff, and members of Congress in the 
dozens of other offices in the Cannon building. 

The Dear Colleague your office released on June 28 was vague and provided very little details for our 
understandably anxious constituents, staff, and members of Congress who have all been frequent 
consumers of water from the Cannon building. My staff actually contacted the water filter company for 
our office, and they informed us that the filter does nor protect against any level of lead. The updated fact 
sheet your office released on June 29 indicated the water had not been tested since September 2015. The 
fact sheet also stated that five of 26 primary drinking water sources have elevated lead contenLS, and that 
all the drinking fountains have been turned off. 

r understand a briefing will be held tomorrow on the lead contamination, a full three days after the in itial 
announcement, which is coming rather late for anxious staff, worried about lead poisoning. Due to the 
lack of transparency and information to relieve our worried constituents and staff, I respectfu lly request 
that your office answers the following questions: 

• Which drinking water fountains in Cannon have been found to have elevated lead 

poisoning? 

• Why has the water in Cannon not been tested for lead since September? 

• Who is in charge of testing the water? 

• Will you be providing lead poisoning tests for everyone in the Cannon House Office 

Building who has potentially been exposed? 

• You said that the drinking waler stations had been turned off, however, the drinking 

water is still running in my office. When wi ll you shut this off? 

PRINTED ON 11ECYCLEO PIIPER 



• The signs placed on the water fountains and in the bathroom simply say "Do Not Drink 

the Water." The signs do not, however, say that this is due to lead poisoning, potentially 

leading to confusion and risk for visiting constituents. Will you update the signs to 

provide information about the lead poisoning? 

• The signs do not say there is any risk in washing our hands in the bathroom. What if 

someone has a cut or open wound? Will you provide more details about what is safe and 

not safe in regards to the lead tainted water? 

• Are other House and Senate office buildings at risk? 

• Will Cannon consider replacing all of its lead pipes? 

• When will this be resolved? 

Thank you for your time, and my constituents, staff, and [ would appreciate a prompt response. Please 

contact my staffer, Megan Price, with any questions or further correspondence at 

megan.price@mai I .house. gov. 

Sincerely, 

Ted W. Lieu 

Member of Congress 

cc: 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 

Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 



To: 'Gayne, Andrew F.'[agayne@aoc.gov] 
From: Gray, Wendy 
Sent: Wed 1/20/2016 5:02:15 PM 
Subject: Inorganic methods 
FR Drinking Water Inorganic Methods list Jan2014 P100J77W.pdf 

The method would be the same as certifi ed drinking water methods for lead. 

Attached is the inorganic methods list 

Thanks 

Wendy 



&EPA 
United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Contaminant 
Organization 

Stand1ml 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

2320 B 

Office of Water (MS - 4606 M} 

Analytical Methods Approved for Drinking Water Compliance 
Monitoring of Inorganic Contaminants and Other Inorganic 
Constituents 
Analysis for the following contaminants and other constituents shall be conducted in accordance with the methods in the following table, or their 
equivalent as detennined by EPA. The methods are specified in 40 CFR 141 .23 and Appendix A to Subpart C of Part 141. The monitoring 
requiremenl~ are specified in 40 CFR 141.23, 141.41, 141.86- 141.88, and 14 l.13S. 

The CFR is the legal reference/or approved methods and takes precede/II over this table. The table should accurately reflect the analytical methods 
information published in 40 CFR I 4 I . if discrepancies are found. please notify the Sofe Drinking Water Hotline (800-416-479 /) so that EPA can 
correct the table. 

Reference Title 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewat~. 22in Editio'! 

Date 

2012 

EPA Publication 
Order No. 

EPA 815-8-14-001 

Source of Method 

Standard Methods 

January 2014 



Contaminant 
Organization 

StandanJ 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

3113 8-04 

Reference Title 

of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

Date 
EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

http://www.standardmcthods.Ori! 

Note: Preconcentmtion may be required for direct analysis of 
antimony and lead by Method 3113 B unless multiple in-furnace 
depositions are made. 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Standant 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

3113 B 

3113 B-04 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

Date 

1992 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Standard Methods 

hnp://www.standllrdmc!thod.s.org 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Sta ndard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

31208 

Reference Title 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewater. 21 " Edition 

Date 

2005 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Stnndard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Beryllium 

EPA 

Stand1m l 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

200.5, Rev. 
4.2 

3120B 

Reference Title Date 
EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Criteria for analyzing arsenic, barium, beryllium, cadmium, calcium, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, selenium, sodium and thallium with digestion or 
directly without digestion, and other analytical test procedures are contained in Technical Notes on Drinking Water Methods (EPA/600/R-94/173) available 
through EPA 's digital publications National Environmental Publications Internet Site (NEPIS) database {http://www.epa.gov/nsccp,) 

Examination of Water and 
Wastewater. 18th Edition 

October 
2003 

1992 

EPA/600-R-
06/115 http://www.epa.!!ov/nLTlcwww/ordmeth.htm 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Cadmium 

EPA 

EPA 

Stundanl 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

200.7, Rev. 
4.4 

200.9, Rev. 
2.2 

3113B 

Reference Title Date 
EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

Criteria for analyzing arsenic, bariwn, beryllium, cadmium, calciwn, chromium, copper, lead. nickel, selenium. sodium and thallium with digestion or 
directly without digestion, and other analytical test procedures are contained in Teclmical Notes on Drinking Water Methods (EPA/600/R-94/173) available 
U1rough EPA 's digital publications National Environmental Publications lnterm:t Sile (NEPIS) database (hllp://www.epa.gov/n~ct:pD 

In Methods for the 
Determination of Metals in 
Environmental Samples, 
Supplement I 

In MeU1ods for the 
Determination of Metals in 
Environmental Samples, 
Supplement I 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewater, 22nd Edition 

May 1994 

May 1994 

2012 

EPA/600/R-
94/111 

EPA/600/R-
94/ 111 

PB95- l 25472 

PB95-l 25472 

ht1ps://www.nemi.gov 

Note: Because MDLs reported in EPA Methods 200.7 and 200.9 were 
detennined using a 2X preconccntralion step during sample digestion, 
MDLs detennined when samples are analyzed by direct analysis (i .e., 
no sample digestion) will be higher. 
For direct analysis of cadmium by Method 200.7, sample 
preconcentration using pneumatic nebulization may be required to 
achieve lower detection limits. 

Note: Because MDLs reported in EPA Methods 200.7 and 200.9 
were detcnnined using a 2X preconccntration step during sample 
digestion, MD Ls determined when samples are analyzed by direct 
analysis (i.e., no sample digestion) will be higher. 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

EPA 

Standard 
Methods 

I Method 
Number 

I 200.5. Rev. 
4.2 

3500-Ca B 

I Reference Title 

I by Axially Viewed 
Inductively Coupled Plasma 

Examination of Water and 
Wastewater, 21 " Edition 

I Date 
EPA I Publication I Source of Method I Publication 
Number Order No. 

I October 
2003 

I EPA/600-R-
06/115 I I hllJJ/fwww.c[]a.11.ov/ncrlcwww/or<lrnt:1h.htm 

2005 Standard Methods 



EPA I Publication I Source of Method Contaminant I Method Reference Title Date Publication 
Organization Number Number Order No. 

Octennination ofTrnce 
Elements in Drinking Water 

I 200.5, Rev. by Axially Viewed October EPA/600-R-
I I htt12://www.e[!a.gov/nt:rlcwww/ordmeth.htm EPA 4.2 Inductively Coupled Plasma 2003 06/ 11 5 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

2510 B-97 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for lhe Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Commince is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

EPA 
Date Publication 

Order No. 
Source of Method 

http://www.standardmcthods.org 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

31208 

31 13 B-04 

Reference Title 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Waler and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

EPA j Publication I Source of Method Date Publication 
Number Order No. 

1992 I I Standard Methods 

http://www.standardmc:thods.org 



Contaminant 
Organization 

EPA 

Kclada 

I Method 
Number 

I 335.4, Rev. 
1.0 

Kelada 01 , 
Revision 1.2 

I Reference Title Date 

In Methods for the I Determination of Inorganic I August 
Substances in Environmental 1993 
Samples 

Kelada Automated Test 
Methods for Total Cyanide, 
Acid Dissociable Cyanide, 
and Thiocyanate 

August 
2001 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

I EPA/600/R-
93/100 

EPA 821-B-01-
009 

I Publication I Source of Method 
Order No. 

I PB94-I 20821 

PB2001-
108275 

I ht111s://www.nemi.gov 

National Technical lnfonnalion Services (NTIS) 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Intcmotional 

Method 
Number 

4500-CN· G-
99 

D4327-97 

Reference Title Date 
EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

http://www.stanclardmethods.org 

http://www.astm.org 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Method 
Number 

Reference Title Date Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Method 
Number 

Method 
Waters Corporation I D6508, Rev. 

2 

EPA 
200.5, Rev. 
4.2 

Reference Title Date 

October 
2003 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

EPJ\/600-R-
06/115 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Waters Corporation 

http://www.epa.gov/nerlcwww/ordmeth.htrn 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

3111 B 

Reference Title 

Examination of Water and 
Wastewater

2 
19'h Edition 

EPA 
Date 

1995 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Standard MeU1ods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

3120 B-99 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 arc approved. 

Date 
EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

http://www.standardmethods.orc. 



Contaminant 
Organization 

EPA 

Standard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

200.9, Rev. 
2.2 

3120 8 

Reference Title 

In Methods for the 
Detenn.ination of Metals in 
Environmental Samples, 
Supplement I 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewak'l', 21" Edition 

Date 

May 1994 

2005 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

EPA/600/R-
94/l 11 

Publication 
Order No. 

Pl395- I 25472 

Source of Method 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Nitrate 

Standard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

4110 B 

Reference Title Date 

2005 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

Slandard Melhods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

I Method 
Number 

1 4500-NOJ· F 

4500-NOJ· D-
00 

4500-NO;· F­
OO 

I Reference Title 

1 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewater. 22nd Edition 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
Ule regulations or in 
Appendix A lo Subpart C of 
Purt 141 ure approved. 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
desiguated by last 2 digits. 
Only on line versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

I Date 
EPA I Publication I Source of Method I Publication Order No. Number 

I 2012 I I I Standard Methods 

ht1p:l/www.standardmdhods.org 

ht1p:l/www.standardmc1hods.ore 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standanl 
Methods 

Standanl 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

4ll0B 

Reference Title 

Standard Methods for the 
4500-N03• F I Examination ofWnterand 

Wostc\vatcr. 2_1" Edition 

Date 

2012 

2005 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

Standard Methods 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

Systea Easy 
( I-Reagent) 

41108 

Reference Title 

Systea Easy (l-Reagcnt) 
Nitrate Method 

Date 

February 
4,2009 

2012 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. Source of Method 

hnps://www.ncmi.!!OV 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

U.S. 
~ological 
Survey 

Method 
Number 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 

Date 

4500-P E-99 I designated by last 2 digits. 

1-1601-85 

Only on line versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 arc approved. 

l.n Methods for 
Dctcnnination of Inorganic 
Substances in Water and 
Fluvial Sediments, USGS 
Series: Techniques of Water- I 1989 
Resource Investigation 
Rc.'Port; edited by Fishman, 
M .J. & Friedman, L.C. 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

Publication 
Order No. 

OS-Al 

Source of Method 

http://www.standardmcthods.org 

http://pubs.er.ustts.cov/ 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 

Method 
Number 

311 3 B 

Reference Title 

Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and 
Wastewater. I 8th Edition 

EPA 
Date 

1992 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

Standard Methods 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standanl 
Methods 
Online 

EPA 

Method 
Number 

3114 B-09 

200.5, Rev. 
4.2 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examinntion 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Committee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 arc approved. 

Detennination ofTrace 
Elements in Drinking Water 

Date 

by Axially Viewed I October 
Inductively Coupled Plasma 2003 
- Atomic Emission 
Spectromel 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

EPA/600-R-
06/115 

Publication 
Order No. 

Source of Method 

http://www.st:mdardml!Ihoos.org 

hltp://www .,ma.1tov/nt"rlcwww/ordmt:1 h. htm 



Contaminant 
Organization 

Standard 
Methods 
Online 

Method 
Number 

3120B-99 

Reference Title 

Online version of Standard 
Methods for the Examination 
of Water and Wastewater. 
Approval year by Standard 
Methods Commitlee is 
designated by last 2 digits. 
Only online versions cited in 
the regulations or in 
Appendix A to Subpart C of 
Part 141 are approved. 

EPA 
Date Publication 

Order No. Source of Method 

hnp://www.standardmethods.org 



Contaminant 
Organization 

ASTM 

EPA 

Method 
Number 

200.7, Rev. 
4.4 

Reference Title 

In Methods for the 
Det.ermination of Metals in 
Environmental Samples, 
Supplement I 

Date 

May 1994 

EPA 
Publication 
Number 

EPA/600/R-
94/ 111 

Publication 
Order No. 

PB95-125472 

Source of Method 

hnp://www.astm.org 

Note: Because MDLs reported in EPA Methods 200.7 and 200.9 were 
determined using a 2X preconcentration step during sample digestion, 
MD Ls determined when samples are analyzed by direct analysis (i.e., 
no sample digestion) will be higher. 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov) 
Deskins, Sherry 
Wed 8/31/2016 6:44:48 PM 
FW: Water Update - August 31, 2016 

Latest update; will probably be the final 

From: eContact 
Sent: Wednesday, August 31 , 2016 12:07 PM 
To: l Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i 
Subject: FW: Water Update - August 31 , 2016 

From: i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i 
Sent: Wednescfay, August 3f: 2orn·12:b7:20 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - August 31 , 2016 

Good afternoon -

Following up on our August I, 2016 update, below is a final summa1y of the test resu lts for the 
House Office Buildings from our 2016 accelerated lead-in-drinking water testing program. 
Based on the results received, we have concluded that the elevated lead levels identified in the 
Cannon House Office Building arc anomalous and not representative of lead levels in the other 
House Office Buildings. We encourage you to share thi s communication with anyone who drinks 
or uses water in your building, including those who may not receive this notice directly . 

As a reminder, the AOC utilizes an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard and takes 
immediate action if any result is greater than l 5 parts per billion (ppb ). Overall, 99% of the 
House Office Buildings results except those in the Cannon House Office Building fell below 
15ppb. 

Summary of House Office Buildings Results (except Cannon) 

Longwo1th House Office Building 
Total Number of Samples: 84 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 84 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

Rayburn House Office Building 
Total Number of Samples: 306 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 303 



Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 3 

Individual offices/locations have been notified of actionable results. The devices in question 
were repaired and retested. 

Ford House Office Building 
Total Number of Samples: 36 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 36 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

U.S. Capitol (House Side) 
Total Number of Samples: 66 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 65 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: I 

Tbe individual office/location was notified of the actionable result. The device in question was 
repaired and retested. 

Capitol Visitor Center (House Side) 
Total Number of Samples: 16 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 16 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

East House Underground Garage 
Total Number of Samples: 4 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 4 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

West House Underground Garage 
Total Number of Samples: 20 

umber of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 20 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. Federal Office Building 
Total Number of Samples: I 6 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 16 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

Cannon House Office Building (CHOB) Update 

All drinking fountains and plumbed water filtering devices in the CHOB have been out of 
service since June 29, 20 I 6 and will remain out of service pending the results of the ongoing 
analysis. It is impo11ant that we prioritize safety and take the time necessary to understand what 
caused the elevated results in the CHOB. We have hired a ream of expert consultants to assist 
and advise us on this matter. At this time, we do not have a speci fie time table for when the 
water issue will be resolved. The House Superintendent's office will continue to provide bottled 



water in the CHOB for the foreseeable future as we fully investi gate and detc1mine the root 
cause of the issue. We regret the inconvenience this has caused. 

In the future, if you have additional questions or concerns, please contact 
communications@aoc.!!ov. Thank you for your patience throughout thi s process. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers , FAIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Deskins, Sherry 
Mon 8/1/2016 8:30:34 PM 
FW: Water Update - August 1, 2016 

Daily update 

From: eContact 
Sent: Monday, August 01, 2016 4:23 PM 

To =L ... ,.,-- -·····-·········--·-·"'··············--Ex. 6 : .Personal_ Privacy ....•. ···· ······ ···· ··· ··- ···········-····· ... . .l 
Subject: FW: Water Update - August 1, 2016 

From: l Ex . 6 - Personal Privacy i 
Sent: Monday, August 1, 2016 4:23:13 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - August 1, 2016 

Good afternoon -

Fol lowing up on our last update from July 22, below are addirional test results received for the 
U.S. House of Representatives. As a reminder, the AOC utilizes an Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) standard and takes action for any result greater than 15 parts per billion (ppb). 
We encourage you to share this communication with anyone who drinks or uses water in your 
building, including those who may not receive this notice directly. 

Ford House Office Building 
Total Number of Samples: 34 0 
Number of Results Received to Date: 34 ::::; 
Number of Pending Results: 0 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 34 .­
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 

U.S. Capitol (House side) 
Total Number of Samples: 66=:i 
Number of Results Received to Date: 66-
Number of Pending Results: OC: 
Number of Resul ts Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 65 C 
Number of Results Above 15 ppb: I* 
*Actionable result located in individual office. Office has been inforrned. 

Capitol Visitor Center (House side) 



Total Number of Samples: 16:= 
Number of Results Received to Date: 16 
Number of Pending Results: 0 
Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 16 C­
Number of Results Above l 5 ppb: 0 

The House Supe1intendent's Office will continue to provide water in the Cannon House Office 
Building for the foreseeable future as we full y investigate and dctc1minc the root cause of the 
issue. Dispensers/jugs have been delivered to Member offices and public spaces ( 120 total). 
Additional requests for dispensers/jugs can be made via the House Superintendent Sc,vicc 
Request F oim on HouseNet or the House Service Center at 202.225 .4 141 . 

Further updates will be provided periodically as new results are received or as additional 
info1rnatioo becomes avai lable on the investigation into the anomalous elevated lead levels 
identified in the Cannon House Office Building in June 2016. For specific questions, concerns or 
requests for individual briefings, please contact communicarion~@aoc.g~)V. 

Thank you for your patience throughout this process. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FATA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wendy 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Gayne, Andrew F.[agayne@aoc.gov] 
Deskins, Sherry 
Tue 7/26/2016 3:51 :57 PM 
additional daily updates 

Just wanted to let you lmow that the daily updates have stopped because 90% of the sampling 
results have been received for the House Office Buildings. Frn1her updates will be provided 
petiodically as new results are received or as additional information becomes available. J expect 
another update will be provided on August 1 and August 31. 

Thanks and please let me know if you have questions. 

Thanks 

Sheny 

Sherry Deskins 

Environmental Division 

Phone 202.226.6272 
Cell 202.302.2164 
cdeskins@aoc.gov 

Architect of the Capitol 
Environmental Division 

AOC Safety, Fire , and Environmental Programs 
Ford House Office Building, Room H2-555 
Washington, DC 20515 
www.aoc.gov 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov) 
Deskins, Sherry 
Fri 7/22/2016 9:08:27 PM 
FW: Water Update -July 22, 2016 

Daily update 

From: eContact 
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 5:05 PM 
T ... _ _. ______ ·-·····-····-·············-·-··-···-···· ..... ········· ·-········ ··-· ·····-·············· ................. ·········i 

o: ! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy : s u b)ect':'FW:·watefUpdale .. ::JT.ilY 22:··20--rff·······-··• ····-·-........... --···· · ............ .. 

r-·•·•·--·-· ··--··"•-+• •••••••··---·-·- ··-··-· ·-••••••·, 
From: i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ! 
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 5:05:27 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update -July 22, 2016 

Good Afternoon -

Today the Architect's office held our sixth and last scheduled info1mational briefing on the water 
situation in the Cannon Building for congressional staff. We will continue to provide new 
information as it is received on the investigation into the anomalous eleva ted lead levels 
identified in the Cannon Building. For specific questions , concerns or requests for individual 
briefings, please contact communications@aoc.gov. 

Approximately 90 percent of the sampling results for the House Office Buildings have been 
received and were summarized in the daily update provided on July 21 , 2016. Further updates 
will be provided periodically as new results arc received or as additional info1111ation becomes 
avai lable. 

The House Supe1intendcnt's Office will continue to provide water in the Cannon Building for 
the foreseeable future as we fully investigate and detcnnine the root cause of the issue. The 
transition from bottled water to live-gallon jugs and dispensers for Cannon Building occupants is 
ongoing, with delivery to member and committee offices as we receive additional dispensers. 
Bottled water will be available at drinking fountain locations and the basement vending area 
until the transition to dispensers is complete. 

Thank you for your patience throughout this process. 
Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 



Architect of the Capitol 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
From: Deskins, Sherry 
Sent: Thur 7/21 /201 6 8:47:17 PM 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 21 , 2016 
Invite - July 22.pdf 

Daily update 

From: eContact 
Sent: Thursday, July 21 , 2016 4:46 PM 
To:; Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy · 1 
Subject:·Fw: ·water.Upcfate ·-·Ju1y 2·1.·2oi6 ······································· ················ 

From:i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy : 
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 4:46:01 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 21 , 2016 

Good A ftemoon -

As reported yesterday, based on the results received to date, we have concluded that the elevated 
lead levels identified in the Cannon House Office Building arc anomalous and not representative 
of other House Office Buildings. We wi ll continue to forward additional results as they become 
available. Below is a summary of the results we have received to date from our 2016 accelerated 
lead-in-water testing program. We encourage you to share this communication with anyone who 
drinks or uses water in your building, including those who may not receive this notice directly. 

The House Superintendent's Office \.Viii continue to provide water in the Cannon Building for 
the foreseeable future as we ful ly investigate and determine the root cause of the issue. The 
transition from bottled water to five-gallon jugs and dispensers for Cannon Building occupants is 
ongoing. The initial delivery of dispensers is being placed in public spaces, with delivery to 
member and committee offices to follow as additional deliveries arc received. Bottled water will 
be available at d1inking fountain locati ons and the basement vending area until the transition to 
dispensers is complete. Thank you for your patience throughout thi s process. 

Summaty of House of Representatives Results* 
*The AOC utilizes an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard and takes immediate 
action if any result is greater than 15 pa11s per billion (ppb ). 

House side of U.S. Capitol (partial results) 
To date, 52 samples were analyzed, I 00 percent of the samples were at or below 15 ppb, 98 



percent of the samples were below 5 ppb and the highest reading was 6.5 1 ppb. Number of 
results pending: 18. 

House side of Capitol Visitor Center (partial results) 
To date , 14 samples were analyzed and I 00 percent of the samples were less than 1 ppb. Number 
of results pending: 2. 

Cannon House Office Building (partial results) 
To date , 236 water filtering device and beverage dispenser samples were analyzed and 98 
percent of the samples were at or below 15 ppb. In addition, 94 percent of all samples were less 
than 5 ppb. Three office water filtration devices and one plumbed hot beverage dispenser were 
above I 5 ppb ( 18.7 ppb, 22.6 ppb, 24.3 ppb and 42.3 ppb). The House Superintendent' s Office 
notified these offices on Wednesday July 20. Number of results pending: 14. 

Plumbed water filtering devices have been out of service since June 29 and wi ll remain out of 
service pending investi gation. 

Rayburn House Office Building 
186 samples were analyzed, 99 percent of tbc samples were at or below 15 ppb and 95 percent of 
the samples were below 5 ppb. Two office restroom sinks were above I 5 ppb (20 ppb and 30. 7 
ppb). The House Superintendent's Office notified these two offices on Ftiday, July 8, placed 
signage and took immediate maintenance action on the sinks. Number of results pcndi11g: 0. 

Longworth House Office Building 
80 samples were analyzed and I 00 percent of the samples were at or below 15 ppb. In addition , 
97.5 percent of all samples were less than 5 ppb and the highest result was 7.57 ppb. Number of 
results pending: 0. 

Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. Federal Building 
Number of results pending: 16. 

Ford House Office Building (partial results) 
To date, 22 samples were analyzed, I 00 percent of the samples were less than 5 ppb and the 
highest result was 1.2 l ppb. Number of results pending: 12 

West House Underground Garage 
20 samples were analyzed and I 00 percent of the samples were at or beJQ\.v 15 ppb. ln addition, 
95 percent of all samples were less than 5 ppb and the highest result was 8.93 ppb. Number of 
results pending: 0. 

East House Underground Garage 
Four samples were analyzed and 100 percent of the samples were at or below 15 ppb. In 
addition, all samples were less than 5 ppb and the highest result was 1.28 ppb. Number of results 
pending: 0. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues, we encourage you to join us at our briefing on 



Ftiday. July 22. Please see the attached invitati on for more infonnation. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact con11nunications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 22nd @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Veterans Affairs Hearing Room 
Room 340, CHOB 

Q The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
D William Weidemeycr, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 

The briefing will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps are being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional JD to attend. 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
From: Deskins, Sherry 
Sent: Wed 7/20/2016 8:37:20 PM 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 20, 2016 
Invite - July 22.pdf 

Daily update 

From : eContact 
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 4:32 PM 
To:f · Ex. 6. Personal Privacy , 

Subject: FW: Water Update - July 20, 2016 ··· ······· ······ 

From:! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i 
Sent: Wednesday, ·July 20: 2016 4:32:04 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 20, 2016 

Good Afternoon -

Below arc the most recent test results received. As a reminder, the AOC utilizes an 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard and takes action for an y result greater than I 5 
parts per billion (ppb). 

Cannon House Office Building (partial results) 
• Total Number of Samples: 2500 
• Number of Results Received to Date: 236 , 
• Number of Pending Results: 14: 
• Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 232 = 
• Number of Results Above 15 ppb*: 4 
o * Actionable results located in individual offices. Offices have been infonncd. 

Today, the House Superintendent's Office notified the four offices with the results greater than 
15 ppb and wi ll provide specific results for the remaining offices in the near future. 

The House Side of the U.S. Capitol Building (panial results) 
• Total Number of Samples: 70 _ 
• Number of Results Received to Date: 52 : 
• Number of Pending Results: I SC 
• Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 52 : 
• Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 



The Capitol Building Superintendent's office will provide specific results for the offices in the 
near future. 

The House Side of the Capitol Visitor Center (partial results) 
• Total Number of Samples: 16_ 
• Number of Results Received to Date: 14= 
• Number of Pending Results: 2 :J 
• Number of Results Less Than or Equal to IS ppb: 14 -::: 
• Number of Results Above IS ppb: 0 

The Capitol Building Superin tenden t's office will provide specific results for the offi ces in the 
near future. 

Based on the results received to date, AOC has concluded that the elevated lead levels identified 
in the Cannon House Office Building arc anomalous and are not representative of the other 
House Office Buildings. We will continue to provide bottled water in the Cannon Building for 
the foreseeable future as we fully investigate and determine the root cause of the issue. A final 
cumulative report that reflects all samples in the buildings wi ll be shared when all results are 
received. 

We encourage you to share this communication with anyone who drinks or uses water in your 
building, including those who may not receive this notice directly . 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues, we encourage you to join us at our next brieling 
on Friday, July 22. Please see the attached invitarion for more in fo rmation. If you have an y 
questions or concerns, please contact communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, F AIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 22 1111 @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Veterans Affairs Hearing Room 
Room 340, CHOB 

0 The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
C William Wcidemeycr, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 

The briefing will provide you with infornrntion regarding the elevated lead samples in the 
Cannon House Office Building and what steps are being taken to address the concerns of and 
protect the bui lding occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional ID to attend. 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
From: Deskins, Sherry 
Sent: Tue 7/19/2016 10:17:30 PM 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 19, 201 6 
Invite - July 22.pdf 

Daily update 

From : eContact 

Sent: Tuesday,_July .19,_2016 _5:03_ PM •.. ·-·· ... ·-···-__ ····--·· .. ··-·-·-- .· -·-·- __ , 
To: 1 Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy : 

,_, . ,, .... , ... . . ...... . _,. · · - ··-· · · · · · · · ·· ·-··· ··- · ,. ........ .. . . . ... . _ , . , ... ... . . .... . . .... . . . . . .. . . . ... . . .. . .. _._ ,,., .,. · · - · - · · · · - · - · · ·- · · · ··- ·· · · · · · · · ·- · + 

Subject: FW: Water Update - July 19, 2016 

From: ! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy l 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 5:03:1 8 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 19, 2016 

Good A ftemoon -

Below are the test results for the Longworth House Office Building. All 80 of the samples taken 
in the Longworth House Office Building are below the Environmental Protection Agency 's 
(EPA) action level of 15 parts per billion (ppb). 

In the near future, the House Superintendent 's Office will provide specific results to the sampled 
offices. A final cumulative report that reflects all samples in the buildings wi ll be shared when 
all results are received. 

Longwo11h House Office Building 

P1imary and Secondary Water Sources 
• Total Number of Samples Taken: 80 
• Number of Results Received to Date: 80 
• Number of Pending Resul ts: 0 
• Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb: 80 
• Number of Results Above 15 ppb: 0 
We encourage you to share this communication with anyone who drinks or uses water in your 
building, including tbose who may not receive this noti ce directly. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues and the House Office Building's results received to 
date, we encourage you to join us at our next briefing on Friday, July 22. Please sec the attached 



invitation for more infotmation. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
communications@aoc.1mv. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, F AJA, LEED AP 
Archi tect of the Capitol 



TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 221111 @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Veterans Affairs Hearing Room 
Room 340, CHOB 

!J The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
r William Wcidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 

The briefing will provide you with infonnation regard ing the elevated lead samples in the 
Cannon House Office Building and what steps are being taken to address the concerns of and 
protect the building occupants . 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional ID to attend. 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wendy 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Deskins, Sherry 
Tue 7/19/2016 4 :36:48 PM 
RE: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

I was more just forwarding the daily communication so you could see what we were doing. 

Thanks 

Sherry 

From: Gray, Wendy [mailto:Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 12:31 PM 
To: Deskins, Sherry <cdeskins@aoc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

Sherry, 

The update attachment was an invite. If you were intending a different attachment, please 
forward . Thanks! 

Wendy Gray, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
US EPA Region Ill 
Drinking Water Branch 
1650 Arch Street (3WP21) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Office: (21 5) 814-5673 

Cell: (267) 216-6521 
Fax: (215)814-2302 
Gray.Wendy@EPA.gov 



From: Deskins, Sherry (mailto:cdeskins@aoc.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 4:09 PM 
To: Gray, Wendy <Gray.Wendy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

Daily update 

From : eContact 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 3:11 PM 
To: r··-····················-··················-··ex. 6 ."Personal Privacy .. ····· ·· -- ..... - ··· ···- ····· ....... _.,_ ·1 

Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 · 

From: f Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy l 
Sent: Monday, July 1a:2016·3:10:44 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

Good Afternoon -

As reported last week, the House Superintendent's Office began the transition from bottled water 
to five-gallon jugs & dispensers for Cannon Building occupants. The in itial delivery of 
dispensers is being placed in public spaces, with delivery co member and commi ttee offi ces to 
follow as additional deliveries arc received. Bottled water wi ll be avai lable at drinking fountain 
locations and the basement vending area until the transition to di spensers is complete. 

The outstanding House Office Buildings test results, as well as those for the Capitol and the 
Capitol Visitor Center will be provided as soon as they are available. Upon completion we will 
share a final , cumulative report reflecting all sampling. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues and the House Office Building results received to 
date, we encourage you to join us at our nex t briefing on firiday, July 22. Please see the attached 
invitation for more infonnation. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
communications@aoc.gov .. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 



Architect of the Capitol 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov) 
From: Deskins, Sherry 
Sent: Mon 7/18/2016 8:09:18 PM 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 
Invite - July 22.pdf 

Daily update 

From: eContact 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 3:1 1 PM 
To:; Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy 1 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 · 

From:[ Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy 1 
sent: IVlcfriaay:July·Ta; ·2onr:n·o:44 ·ptv, (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 18, 201 6 

Good Afternoon -

As reported last week, the House Superintendent's Office began the transition from bottled water 
to five-gallon jugs & dispensers for Cannon Building occupants. The initial del ivery of 
dispensers is being placed in public spaces, with delivery to member and commi ttee offices to 
follow as addi tional delive1ies are received. Bottl ed wate r will be avai lable at drinking fountain 
loca tions and the basement vendi ng area until the transition to dispensers is complete. 

The outstanding House Offi ce Buildings tes t results, as well as those fo r the Capitol and the 
Capitol Visi tor Center will be provided as soon as they arc available. Upon completion we will 
share a final, cumulative report reflecting all sampling. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues and the House Office Building results received to 
date, we encourage you to join us at our next b1iefing on Friday, July 22. Please sec the attached 
invitation fo r more infonna tion. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FATA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 22nd @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Veterans Affairs Hearing Room 
Room 340, CHOB 

~ The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
C William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 

The briefing will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples repo1ted last 
week and what steps arc being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Conuressional ID to attend. 

1 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Deskins, Sherry 
Fri 7/15/2016 9:02:52 PM 
Fwd: Water Update - July 15, 2016 

Daily update 

Sherry Deskins 
Environmental Division 

Phone 202.226.6272 
Cell 202.302.2 164 
cdeskins@aoc.!!ov 

Architect of the Capitol 
Environmental Division 
AOC Safety, Fire, and Environmental Programs 
Ford House Office Building, Room H2-555 
Wash ington , DC 205 15 
www.aoc.Qov 

Begin fotwarded message: 

F rom: ; Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ! '-·-·-- ................... , ___ ,_,_ ..... ··- ······· .......... -............. . 
Date: July 15, 20 16 at 5:01 :15 PM EDT 
T ---······-···-·····-················· ····-·· -----······-·· ··-·---·· ··--·-·-····· -·-- ----- -·-······--·-·· -... -·-···, 

o: < Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy , 
Subj~ct: FW: Wa ter Update - July 15, 2016 · . .. ! 

From: 1 Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy 1 
Sent: f'riday;·July""IS;··1010·5:"0FT4""PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 15, 2016 

Good Afternoon -

Today the Architect's office held our fifth info1mational briefing on the water situation in 
Cannon for congressional staff. T appreciate the positive exchange of infomiation. 

Starting today, the House Superintendent's Office began the transition from bottled water to 
five-gallon jugs & dispensers for Cannon Building occupants. The initial deli very of 
dispensers is being placed in public spaces, with deli very to member and committee offices 
to follow as additional deliveries arc received. 



We received the balance of test results for the Rayburn House Office Building. All eight of 
the newly received samples, and overall 99% of all samples for the Rayburn Building, arc 
below the EPA's action level of 15 parts per billion (ppb). 

The outstanding House Office Buildings test results, as well as those for the Capitol and 1he 
Capitol Visitor Center will be provided as soon as they arc available. Upon completion we 
will share a final , cumulative report reflecting all sampling. 

Thank you for your patience throughout this process. If you have any questi ons or concerns, 
please contact communicarions@aoc.1.wv. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Gayne, Andrew F.(agayne@aoc.gov) 
From: Deskins, Sherry 
Sent: Thur 7/14/2016 6:1 5:09 PM 
Subject: additional OW communications 
FW: House Water Update - July 13. 2016 
FW: House Water Update - July 12. 2016 
FW: Waler Update - July 11. 2016 
FW: Water Update - July 8. 2016 
FW: Cannon Water Situation Update - July 7. 2016 
FW: Cannon Water Situation Update - July 6, 2016 
FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 
FW: Daily Cannon Water Update - July 5, 2016 
FW: Update Cannon Water Situation 

Wendy 

[ wanted to provide you with our daily communications on the lead in drinking water issues. 

Please let us know if you are getting questions and need information from us to answer them . 

Thanks 

Sheny 

Sherry Deskins 

Environmental Division 

Phone 202.226.6272 
Cell 202.302.2164 
cdeskins@aoc.gov 

Architect of the Capitol 
Environmental Division 

AOC Safety, Fire, and Environmental Programs 
Ford House Office Building, Room H2-555 
Washington, DC 20515 
www.aoc.gov 



To: 
From: 

!e·contacr··· · ........ •. Ex .. 6 - _Personal_ Privacy·····-··-········ ............. 1 
Sent: Tue 7/5/2016 9:36:06 PM 
Subject: FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

From: i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy l \.-·-·······-·····-······-·-··-····-···· .. ··-····- ······· Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2016 5:36:04 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Arms, sent on behalf of the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

Good Afternoon, 

I am pleased to repo11 that starting tomorrow, July 6, 20 16, blood lead level testing wil l be 
available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no cost to the 
individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attending Phys ician 's Rayburn Unit 
(B-344). Results will be provided directl y to and confidentially with the individuals who elect to 
be tested . 

To set up an appointment or for more in fomiation, please reach out to the Office of the 
Attending Physician 's Occupational Health Division at 202-225-0611. All other quest ions or 
comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephco T. Ayers, FAlA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



........................................................... _ .,_,., ................• , .. _ ................. •················ .. , 
To: i Ex. 6 • Personal Privacy , 
From: 'eContact······································-···········-·-···················- ··········- ·············- ······' 

Sent: Wed 7/6/2016 5:36:46 PM 
Subject: FW: Cannon Water Situation Update - July 6, 2016 
Lead-in-Water.pdf 
Invite - July 6.pd f 
Drinking Water FAQ July 6 2016.pdf 

From: i Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ] , ................ .............. _._, ................................... , .. _ ,,., ... . 
Sent: Wednesday, July 6, 2016 1:36:38 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Cannon Water Situation Update - July 6, 2016 

Good afternoon, 

Today the Architect's office held our fourth informational briefing on the water situation in 
Cannon for congressional staff. l appreciate the positive exchange of infonnation and encourage 
anyone who was unavailable to anend today to join us at our next briefing on Friday , July 15. 
Please see the attached invitation for more infonnation. 

I would also like to remind you that sta11ing today blood lead level testing will be available to 
House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no cost to the individual or 
office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attendi ng Physician 's Rayburn Unit (B-344). 
Results will be provided directly to and confidentially wi th the individuals who elect to be tested. 
To schedule an appointment or for more infonnation, please reach out to the Office of the 
Attending Physician 's Occupational Health Division at 202-225-06 1 I . All other questions or 
comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to communications@aoc.gov. 

In response to several questions we received since our last update, we have updated our FAQ 
(attached). We will continue to post updated in formation on HouseNct. Ques tions and comments 
can be sent to communicarions@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAlA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



**UPDATED INFORMATION** 

What is the difference between a primary and secondary drinking water source? 
A primary drinking water source is one where you are likely to obtain water for drinking . This includes drinking fountains and kitchen 
sinks. A secondary water source would include restroom sinks and utility sinks. 

What is the difference between a drinking fountain and a water filtration device? 
Drinking fountains are provided by the AOC and are found in hallways. Water filtration devices are provided by and located in 
individual offices . Water filtration devices are connected to the building water supply. 

Where were the 5 elevated samples in the Cannon House Office Building located? 
In June, 2016, 26 hallway drinking fountains throughout the building were sampled and tested. The I ocation s of the 5 elevated 
samples are: 

.., 
1st floor east side, across from 121 (25 ppb), 

2nd floor north side (Independence Ave), west end of corridor (56 ppb) 

4th floor, south side, east end of corridor (17 ppb) 

5th floor north side next to SJ (20 ppb) 
Basement west corridor near public rest rooms (18 ppb) 

Are these levels high enough to cause health problems? 
While there is no reason to believe that these elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitor s, you 
should con suit with your physician for individual health care questions and decisions. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
Starting July 6, 2016, blood lead level test ing will be available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no 
cost to the individual or office. Testing will t ake place in the Office of Attending Physician's Rayburn Unit (B -344). Results w ill be 
provided directly to and confidentially with the individuals who elect to be tested. 

To schedule an appointment or for more information, please reach out to the Office of the Attending Physicia n's Occupational 

Health Division at 202 -225-0611. All other questions or comments related to the lead -in -water issue can be sent to 

communications@aoc.gov . 

Is the Cannon Renewal the cause of the elevated levels? 
we do not have sufficient data to make a determination at this time. Once we have identified the cause of the elevated levels we 

will provide this information. 
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I understand that the AOC is conducting additional testing. What is being done and wiltest results be shared? 
Out of an abundance of caution, AOC is proceeding at an accelerated pace with our annual sampling plan for al l House Office 
Buildings, the Capitol and the Capitol Visitor Center . In accordance with our annual testing protocols, all water sources in the House 

Child Care Center and twenty percent of primary devices and two percent of secondary devices 
addit ion, we wi ll undertake t esting of the w ater filtration units in the Cannon Building. The AOC 
with the congressional community. 

Will you provide a timeline/schedule for upcoming additional tests? 

will be tested in each building. In 
wi ll share the results of the tests 

Upcoming testing will occur as follows. It will take two to three weeks to obtain results and we will prov ide test results when 
available: 

-, 

C 

Rayburn was sampled July 1 

Longworth, Ford and East and West House Underground Garage s sampling is scheduled for July 6 

Water filtration device sampling in Cannon is scheduled for July 7 

Is the water in other buildings safe to drink while testing is pending? 
Based on historical data we have gathered since 2005, there is no reason to believe that the other buildings have similar iss ues. Our 
upcoming testing will confirm if similar precautionary steps are necessary elsewhere. 

How many samples are in a normal test? When was the last time my office was tested? 
AOC samples 20 percent of primary water sources and 2 percent of secondary water sources in each building each year. In addition, 
all water sources in chi ldcare facilitie s are tested annually. For office-specific information please contact communicat,ons@aoc.gov . 

--------=-----------=======---==----------------------------------------------------------
INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your r isk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue -gray metal that is mined from the earth. Lead has been used for many industrial purposes for centuries. It was 
widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. unt il the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all parts of the 

environment, including inside homes. 
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How are people exposed to lead? 
Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead -contaminated household 
dust or soi l. Homes that w ere built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this pa in t is disturbed, rubb ed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to leed through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include: 

Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contains lead. 

Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead. 

::::i Practicing rel igious and cultural rituals that include lead. 

Mouthing or swallowing other lead -containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why was the water turned off to my water filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office -provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 
National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abundance of cautio n, 
all have been turned off. All filtration devices attached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water filtration devices to be tested in the near future. 

Who decided to shut off water? 
The health and safety of the congressional community is the first responsibility for the Architect of the Capi tol. When we started 
receiving elevated lead test results from Cannon House Office Building drinking fountains, the AOC made the independent, proact ive 
decision to shut off the water. 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates will be 

provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results , received the week of June 27, 2016 . indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources ( e.g., drinking 

fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016 , 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinking fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per 
bi llion (ppb) . On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 

results. Five ( s) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific resul ts of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 

ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 
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What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that leaai-drinking wat8' is compared against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six -month 
period (Jan· Jun and Jul -Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 

How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 
the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 

2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb , below the EPA standard . 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005 -2015), the AOC ana lyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking waters ource samples. Prior to this 

week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2 006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 
and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain 

or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and the n 

returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sicknes s or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building . 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for i ndividual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 

teeth)? 
No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested. 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are Indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 

stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to determine the root cause. 
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What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office -provided water filtration units were turned off the evening 
of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non -drinking use. Bottled w ater is being provided for all 
CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is invest igating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as additional information is available . 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate acti ons"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fi xtures and flushing of the plum bing 
system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the 

issue, a more detailed engineering evaluat ion may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA's website at 
www.epa.gov/lead. or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 

information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on its website at www.dcwater.com/lead. The AOC wi ll be issuing regular updates and providing many opportunities to meet 
face to face with our experts. You can send quest ions or comments to communications@ ace.gov . 
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TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 15111 @ 2:00PM- 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 3 11 , CHOB 

D The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
C William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
[ Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs, 

Architect of the Capitol 

The briefing will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps are being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congress ional ID to attend. 
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The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead -in-drinking water sampling program in AOC -managed 
facilities in the mid-2000's, evaluating both primary sources (drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, 
beverage dispensers) and secondary sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). Since 2005. overall and campus -wide. 
the results have been below criteria established by the Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not 
been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions. sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water 
source from service and perform maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. Recently elevated results were found in t he Cannon House 
Office Building (CHOB). This situation is limited to the CHOB. 

Whether at work or home, I ead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. 
EPA has established a maximum contaminant level goal 1 for lead at zero. Please read the following information from the 
EPA closely to see what you can do to reduce lead in your drinking water - regardless of location. 

Sources of Lead 
Lead is n common metal found in the environment. The main 
sources of lead exposure are lead -based paint and lead -
contaminated dust or soi l, and some plumbing materials. In 
addi tion, lead can be found in certain types of poller y, pewter. 
brass lixn1res. food and cosmetics. Other sources include 
exposure fro m cc11ain hobbies (lead can be cnn"icd on clothing 
or shoes). 

Health Effects of Lead 
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your 

body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 
to the brain and kidneys, and em1 interfere with the production 
of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts or your body. 
The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children 
and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects o flead 
on the brain with lowered Intelligence quotient (IQ) in children. 
Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be 
affected by low levels oflead more than healthy adults. Lead is 
stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. D 111ing 
pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother's hones, 
which may affect brain development. 

For More Information 
For more infonnation 011 reducing lead exposure around your 
home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA's 
website al www.cpa.gov/lead, or contact your health care 
provider. TI1e Centers for Diseusc Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has more information about lead in water at 

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Exposure to 
Lead in Drinking Water at Home 
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www.cdc.gov/nceh./lcad/tips/water.htm . And OC Water talks 
about undcrstanding lead and water on its website at 
www.dcwatcr.com/ lcad 
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TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 15111 @ 2:00PM-3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 3 11 , CHOB 

J The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
0 William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
0 Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs, 

Architect of the Capitol 

The briefing will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps are being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional ID to attend. 
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~~~m: !eContacc··········· Ex .. s .. -.Personal _Privacy .............................. J 
Sent: Tue 7/5/2016 4:29:34 PM 
Subject: FW: Daily Cannon Water Update - July 5, 2016 
Lead-in-Water.pdf 
Invite - July 5.pdf 
Drinking Water FAQ July 1 2016.pdf 

--- -- - - -------- ---
From: I .. Ex._ 6_ -_ Personal_ Privacy _ i 
Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2016 12:29:29 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Daily Cannon Water Update - July 5, 2016 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Anm, sent on behalf of the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

Good afternoon, 

I would like to provide the latest infonnation on the lead-in-water siruation in the Cannon House 
Office Building. Our priorities remain to continue testing and to investigate the cause of elevated 
lead levels found in Cannon House Office Building. 

The AOC will provide a daily message to the congressional community that will include the 
latest infonnation along with a regularly updated FAQ. You will receive these through HSAA 
emergency notification system and you can also access them on HouseNct. 

In addition , we invite you to join us for an in-person briefing held for Congressional staff. 
Upcoming bri efings are scheduled as follows. We expect additional b1iefings to be scheduled in 
the future: 

Wednesday, July 6th @ 10:00AM - 11 :OOAM 
RSVP Here 

Fiiday, July 15th @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Here 

We will continue water testing this week and next. It will take two to three weeks to get results 
and we will provide test results when available. We arc also working diligentl y on options Lo 
provide blood testing or blood testing reimbursements and wi ll share additional infom1ation as 
soon as possible. 

I am committed to providing regular updates and assuring that our staff is easil y access ible to 
answer questions and provide accurate, up-Lo-date infomrntion. Questions and comments can be 
sent to communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 



Stephen T. Ayers , FA IA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



**UPDA TED INFORMATION"* 

Who decided to shut off water? 
The health and safety of the congressional community is the first responsibility for the Archi tect of the Capitol. When we st arted 
receiving elevated lead test results from Cannon House Office Building drinking fountains, the AOC made the independent, proa ctive 
decision to shut off the water. 

I understand that the AOC is conducting additional testing. What is being done and will test results be 
shared? 
The AOC has started to conduct proactive testing in all House Office Buildings, the Capitol and the Capit ol Visitor Center. In addition, 
we will undertake testing of the water filtration unit s in the Cannon Building. Test ing will take place through July and the results wil l 
be available in early August . The AOC will share the results of the tests with the con gressional community. 

How can I continue to be informed about this situation? 
The AOC will be issuing regular updates and providing many opportunities to meet face to face with our experts. You can keep 
informed by emailing your contact informat ion to communications@aoc. gov 

IN FORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
The AOC is working diligent ly on options to provide testing or test ing reimbursements and expects to inform the Cannon Buildi ng 
occupants in the next few days. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your risk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue-gray metal that is mined fr om the earth. Lead has been used for many industrial purposes for centuries. It was 
widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. until the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all pa rts of the 

environment, Including inside homes. 
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How are people exposed to lead? 
Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead -contaminated household 
dust or soil. Hornes that were built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this paint is disturbed, rubbed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to lead through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include: 

C 

0 

Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contai ns lead. 

Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead. 

Practicing religious and cultural rituals that include lead. 

Mouthing or swallowing other lead -containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why was the water turned off to my water filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office -provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 

National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abund ance of caution, 
all have been turned off. All filtration devices attached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water filtration devices to be tested in the near future. 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates will be 
provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results , received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources ( e.g., drinking 

fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016 , 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinkin g fountains ) results exceeded 15 parts per 
billion (ppb). On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 

results.Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 
ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA} standard that lead -in-drinking water is compared 

against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six -month 

period (Jan- Jun and Jul -Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 
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How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 
the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 
2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb , below the EPA standard . 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005 -2015 ), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking waters ource samples. Prior to this 

week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 
and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus -w ide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead -in -drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain 
or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and the n 

returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved . 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sicknes s or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building . 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for i ndividual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water {washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 
teeth)? 
No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested . 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 
stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office -provided water fi ltration units were turned off the evening 
of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non -drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all 
CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016 . AOC is investigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as additional information is available . 
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What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate act ions"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and flushing of the plum bing 
system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no re solve the 

issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 
For more informat ion on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of I ead, visi t EPA's website at 
www.epa.gov/lead. or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 
informat ion about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm . And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on it s website at www.dcwater.com/lead . You can also contact the AOC Superintendent's office fo r more information. 
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TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Wednesday, July 6th @ 10:00AM- 11:00AM 
RSVP Herc 

Friday, July 15 th @ 2:00PM-3:00PM 
RSVP Herc 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 3 11 , CHOB 

:; The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
D Will iam Weidemcyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
C Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmennl Programs, 

Architect of the Capitol 

The briefings will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported 
this week and what steps are being taken to address the concems and protect the bui lding 
occupants. 
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The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead -in-drinking water sampling program in AOC -managed 
facilities in the mid-2000's, evaluating both primary sources (drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, 
beverage dispensers) and secondary sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, 
the results have been below criteria established by the Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not 
been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water 

source from service and perform maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. Recently elevated results were found in t he Cannon House 
Office Building (CHOB). This situation is limited to the CHOB. 

Whether at work or home, I ead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. 
EPA has established a maximum contaminant level goal 1 for lead at zero. Please read the following information from the 
EPA closely to see what you can do to reduce lead in your drinking water - regardless of location. 

Sources of Lead 
Lead is a common metal found in the environment. The main 
sources of lead exposure arc lead-based paint and lead -
contaminated dust or soil, and some plumbing materials. In 
addition, lead can be found in certain types of potter y, pewter, 
brass fixn1rcs, food and cosmetics. Other sources include 
exposure from certain hobbies (lead can be carried on clothing 

or shoes). 

Health Effects of Lead 
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your 

body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 
to the brain and kidneys. and can interfere with the production 
of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. 
The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children 
and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects o flead 
on the brain with lowered Intelligence quotient (IQ) in children. 
Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be 

affected by low levels of lend more thnn healthy ndults. Lead is 
stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. D using 
pregnancy, the chi ld receives lead from the mother's bones, 

which may affect brain development. 

For More Information 
For more infonnation on reducing lead exposure around your 
home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA 's 
website at www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care 
provider. TI1e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has more infonnation about lead in water at 

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Exposure to 
Lead in Drinking Water at Home 

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm . /\nd DC Water talks 
about understanding lead and water on its website at 
www .dcwater.com/ lcad 
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;~~m: [ eContact ..•.. •.•.. ··- Ex. _6 - Personal Privacy ................... _· .. .... .. l 
Sent: Tue 7/12/2016 8:54:00 PM 
Subject: FW: House Water Update - July 12, 2016 
Invite - July 15.pdf 

From: L. ....... Ex. 6: Personal. Privacy-·····__) 
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 4:53:56 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: House Water Update - July 12, 2016 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Arms on behalf of the Architect of the Capitol. 

Good aftemoon --

As reported yesterday, the Rayburn House Office Building results received to date showed that 
99% of the devices sampled were below 15 parts per billion (ppb), the Environmental Protection 
Agency and AOC actionable level for lead-in-drinking water. The AOC perfom1ed maintenance 
action, and subsequent re-testing will occur, on the I% of devices (two office restroom sinks) 
that \Vere above l 5 ppb (20 ppb and 30. 7 ppb ). 

The remaining Rayburn Building results , and those of the accelerated annual sampling plan for 
all House Office Buildings, the Capitol and the Capitol Visitor Center, will be provided as soon 
as they are available. ln addition , when all results for a building have been received, we will 
share a final, cumulative, building-specific repo1t that refl ects al l samples. 

Cannon House Office Building Update 

Cannon Building water filtration device sampling is complete, and results will be shared with 
offices as they become available. 

In the near future, you will notice additional signage in the Cannon Building's public restrooms. 
The purpose of this signage is to provide more detailed information for visitors to understand 
why water from restroom sinks should not be ingested. 

It is important that we prioritize safety and take the time neccssa1y to understand what happened 
in the Cannon Building and why. We have hired a team of expert consultants to assist and advise 
us. At this time, we do not have a specific time table for when the Cannon Building water issue 
will be resolved. We will provide bottled water for the foreseeable fu ture as we fully investigate 
and determine the root cause of this issue. We regret the inconvenience this has caused and 
appreciate your continued patience. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues and the House Office Building results received to 
date, we encourage you to join us at our next briefing on Friday, July 15. Please sec the attached 
invitation for more infom1ation. 



TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 15th @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 3 11 , CHOB 

0 The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
0 William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
[ Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmenta l Programs, 

Architect of the Capitol 

The briefing wi ll provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps arc being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional ID to attend. 
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TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Building Occupants 

Friday, July 15th @ 2:00PM- 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 311 , CHOB 

O The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
C William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
J Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs, 

Arch itect of the Capitol 

The briefing will provide you with in formation regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps are being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must b1iog your Cono,ressional ID to attend. 

I 



~~~m: l econlacr······ ······ Ex._.6 -_Persona l . Privacy·····-······ ·················] 

Sent: Fri 7/1/2016 8:26:04 PM 
Subject: FW: Update Cannon Water Situation 
Lead-in-Water. pdf 
Drinking Water FAQ July 1 2016.pdf 

From:! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy ; \.---·-···-···-~-·-·-·-···--·-···-·-·-···-·--·····- ·········· 
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2016 4:25:53 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Update Cannon Water Situation 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Arms, on behal f of the Architect of the Capitol. 

Good evening, 

Today the Architect 's office held three infom1ational briefings on the water situation in Cannon 
for Congressional staff with offices in the Cannon House Office Building. We had a positive 
exchange of information and question & answer portion. For anyone who was unavailable to 
attend today, or who wishes to be briefed in the future, we will offer more opportunities for 
infonnational briefings next week and in weeks to come. A formal announcement on the 
upcoming briefing details is forthcoming. 

In response to several questions we received today and since our last update, we have updated 
our FAQ (attached). We will continue to post updated information on HouseNet. We are 
committed to providing regular updates and to making our staff easily accessible to answer 
questions and provide accurate, up-to-date infonnation. Questions and comments can be sent to 
communications@aoc.gov. 

Wishing you all a Happy Independence Day 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



**UPDATED INFORMA T/0/1.f * 

Who decided to shut off water? 
The health and safety of the congressional community is the first responsibility for the Architect of the Capitol. When we st arted 
receiving elevated lead test results from Cannon House Office Building drinking fountains, the AOC made the independent, proa ctive 
decision to shut off the water. 

I understand that the AOC is conducting additional testing . What is being done and will test results be 
shared? 
The AOC has started to conduct proactive testing in all House Office Buildings, the Capitol and the Ca pit ol Visitor Center. In addition, 
we will undertake test ing of the water filtration units in the Cannon Building. Testing will take place through July and the results will 
be available in early August . The AOC will share the results of the tests with the con gressional community. 

How can I continue to be informed about this situation? 
The AOC will be issuing regular updates and providing many opportunities to meet face to face with our experts. You can keep 
informed by emailing your contact information to communications@aoc.gov 

======================================---=---------------------------------== 
INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
The AOC Is working diligently on options to provide test ing or testing reimbursements and expects to inform the Cannon Buildi ng 

occupants in the next few days. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your risk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue -gray metal that is mined fr om the earth. Lead has been used for many industrial purposes for centuries. It was 

widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. until the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all pa rts of the 

environment, including inside homes. 
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How are people exposed to lead? 
Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead -contaminated household 
dust or soil. Homes that were built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this paint is disturbed, rubbed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to lead through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include : 

...., 

...J 

J 

C 

Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contai ns lead . 

Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead. 

Practicing re ligious and cultural rituals that include lead. 

Mouthing or swallowing other lead -containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why was the water turned off to my water filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office -provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 

National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abund ance of caution, 
all have been turned off. All filtrat ion devices attached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water fil t rat ion devices to be tested in the near future. 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates wi ll be 
provided as additional Information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results , received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources ( e.g., drinking 

fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016 , 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinkin g fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per 
billion (ppb) . On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 

results. Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 

ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that lead -in-drinking water is compared 

against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six -month 

period (Jan- Jun and Jul -Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 
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How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 

the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 
2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb , below the EPA standard . 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005 -2015 ), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking waters ource samples. Prior to this 

week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 
and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus -w ide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead -in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain 
or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and the n 

returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved . 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sicknes s or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building . 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/ pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for i ndividual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands , washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 
teeth)? 
No, al l of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested . 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 
stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC Is investigat ing to determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office -provided water filtrat ion units were turned off the evening 
of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non -drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all 
CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is i nvestigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as addit ional information is available . 
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What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate act ions"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and flushing of the plum bing 
system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no re solve the 

issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of I ead, visit EPA's website at 
www.epa.gov/lead. or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 
information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/le;:id/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on its website at www.dcwater.com/lead . You can also contact the AOC Superintendent's office fo r more information. 
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The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead -in-drinking water sampling program in AOC -managed 
facilities in the mid-2000's, evaluating both primary sources (drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, 

beverage dispensers) and secondary sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, 
the results have been below criteria established by the Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not 
been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions. sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water 

source from service and perform maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. Recently elevated results were found in t he Cannon House 
Office Building (CHOB). This situation is limited to the CHOB. 

Whether at work or home. I ead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. 
EPA has established a maximum contaminant level goal 1 for lead at zero. Please read the following information from the 
EPA closely to see what you can do to reduce lead in your drinking water - regardless of location. 

Sources of Lead 
Lead is a common metal found in the environment. The main 
sources of lead exposure are lead-based paint and lead­
contaminated dust or soil , and some plumbing materials. In 
addition, lead can be found in certain types of potter y, pewter, 
brass fixtures, food and cosmetics. Other sources include 
exposure from certain hobbies (lead can be carried on clothing 
or shoes). 

Health Effects of Lead 
Lend can cause serious health problems if too much enters your 
body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 
to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production 
of red blood cells that cairy oxygen to all parts of your body. 
The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children 
and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects o f lead 
on the brait1 with lowered Inte lligence quotient (IQ) in children. 
Adults with kidney problems am.I high blood pressure can be 
aITected by low levels of lend more than healthy adults. Lead is 
stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. D uring 
pregnancy, the child receives lend from the mother's hones, 
which may affect brain development. 

For More Information 
For more infonnation on reducing lead exposure around your 
home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA 's 

website al www.epa.gov/lead , or contact your health can.: 
provider. TI1c Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has more information about lead in water at 

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Exposure to 
Lead in Drinking Water af Home 

f_l.USltYOVlln,- (i) 
ltttllt wate1 11111 l s-30 se<onds hom the Up before using It 
fOf dl1nkilg Of ~~~f111 time tl)e 'lmef in~ bucet II.is .• • . 
C}Ollt IIIKISfd forw-~ 1!cMt.. 

USf OKlY rot O WAftf\ FOR COOIJKG ANO Dk!HKU:G 
luddk~!l\orHasllylntohotwatH. 

D0ffOTBOILWA1tR TO ~EJ.IOY£lWI ® 
- Boiling Yntlf Will not lfduct lfad. .... , 

. ·. ·® ioo NOT (9NSUME WATUI FROM RESTROOM RXTURIS 
. 5Unc!Mds mtrictlllg 1hnmount Gilead fiom plun&g 

·oopootDIS 11,)yt only beefl III place sl11c.e 1996. 

U:St fltmlll)lAPWATUI 
Use fillffl cstlfitd to ~t·H~t!Qnal s.Yllotton ~IOI\ 
~ SJ ind IOllllndf ~t'. © 

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lcad/tips/watcr.htm . And DC Water talks 
about understanding lead and watc.:r on its website at 
www.dcwatcr.eom/lead 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

[ eContact'" .. . -·-····· ... Ex._ 6 .-. Personal_ Privacy .. ·······-· •.•....•...•....•. ...1 
Fri 7/8/2016 6:49:50 PM 
FW: Water Update - July 8, 2016 

From:l_ ______ .. Ex. 6 -_Personal Privacy .. ... .. J 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2016 2:49:49 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 8, 2016 

Good afternoon, 

As you know, we are accelerating our lead-in-water testing for AOC-managed buildings. We 
expect to start receiving results for the Longworth, Rayburn and Ford House Office Bui ldings 
very soon, and I want to tell you a little more about what to expect in the next few days and 
weeks as we go through this process. 

To perfo,m the test, we randomly sample a building's prima,y and scconda1y water sources. A 
primary drinking water source is one where you arc likely to obtain water for drinking. This 
includes drinking fountains and kitchen sinks. A scconda1y water source would include restroom 
sinks and utility sinks. 

The water from a sampled device is tested twice. Each test is called a draw. The "first draw" 
sample captures water that immediately comes out when a tap or fountain is first opened after 
sitting idle for 8 to I 8 hours. The "second draw" captures water taken after a tap or fountain is 
run for 30 seconds. 

Samples arc taken from common areas -- hallways and bathrooms -- as well as members' sui tes . 
The sample results arc delive red to AOC over a period of several days. We carefully analyze the 
results throughout a building to dctenn ioc the overall status of water in each faci lity. 

Based on our historical 2006-2015 data, it is rare to have a reading above 15 parts per billion 
(ppb) as we did in the Cannon House Office Building. However, if even one result is over the 
EPA and AOC standard of 15 ppb, we will take immediate action. 

Fi nal results that reflect all of our samples in a building wi ll be shared through thi s email ale,1 
system and hard copies of my message wi ll be hand-delivered to individual offices. 

Thank you for your patience throughout this process. l f you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers , FAJA , LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



To: 
From: 

\eContact ...... . ...... Ex . . 6 . -_Pers~nal . Privacy·····-······ -······ .......... ...J 
Sent: Mon 7/11 /2016 7:17:36 PM 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 11, 2016 

From:; Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy i '--·-- . -- -·-·- --·· ··-·-·-··-- ... -·---·-·--··- -·-· 
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2016 3:17:34 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 11, 2016 

Good Afternoon -

The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) recently accelerated our lead-in-water testing for AOC­
managed buildings, beginning wi th the Rayburn House Office Building. We sampled 20 percent 
of the primary and 2 percent of the secondary water sources in the Rayburn House Office 
Building. A primary water source is one where you arc likely to obtain water for drinking. This 
includes drinking fountains and kitchen sinks. A seconda1y water source is typically not used for 
drinking and would include restroom sinks and utility sinks. 

Samples were taken from common areas -- hallways and bathrooms -- as well as members' 
suites. The sample results are delivered to AOC over a period of several days. We carefully 
analyze the results throughout a building to detem1ine the overall status of water in each facil ity. 

The AOC utilizes an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that an acceptable result 
is equal to or below 15 parts per billion (ppb ). Based on our hi storical 2006-2015 data, it is rare 
to have a reading above IS ppb as we did in the Cannon House Office Building. However, if 
even one result is over the standard of I S ppb, we will take immediate action. The specific action 
taken is determined based on each device in question. 

Below arc the partial test results received to date for the Rayburn House Office Building. As 
shown below, 99% of samples passed, two office restroom sinks were above the EPA standard of 
15 ppb (20 ppb and 30.7 ppb). The House Superintendent's Office notified these two offices on 
Friday, July 8, placed signage and will take maintenance action on the sinks. Today the House 
Superintendent's Office will provide specific passing results to the remainder of the sampled 
offices. A final , cumulative report that reflects all samples in the building will be shared when all 
results are received. Thank you for your patience throughout this process. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact communications@aoc.gov. 

Rayburn House Office Building - Partial Test Results, July 11 , 20 16 

P1irnary and Seconda1y Water Sources 
• Total Number of Samples Taken: 186 
• Number of Results Received to Date: I 78 
• Number of Pending Results: 8 
• Number of Results Less Than or Equal to 15 ppb (Acceptable): 176 (99 %) 
• Number of Results Above 15 ppb* (Actionable): 2 ( I %) 



o Actionable readings*: 20 ppb, 30.7 ppb (restroom sinks) 

* Actionable results located in individual offices. Offices have been info1med and immediate 
action was taken. 

We encourage you to share this communication with anyone who drinks or uses water in your 
building, including those who may not receive this notice directly. 









To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Wendy 

Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Gayne, Andrew F.[agayne@aoc.gov] 
Deskins, Sherry 
Wed 7/13/2016 11 :42:02 AM 
questions on sampling protocol 

I have a question on sampling protocol for 3Ts. 

If a device has a filter on it, do you sample with the filter on or off? 

If you have a minute this morning, I would like to di scuss with you. 

Thanks 

Sbeny 

Sherry Deskins 

Environmental Division 

Phone 202.226.6272 
Cell 202.302.2164 
cdeskins@aoc.gov 

Architect of the Capitol 
Environmental Division 

AOC Safety, Fire, and Environmental Programs 
Ford House Office Building, Room H2-555 
Washington, DC 20515 
www.aoc.gov 



To: Gray, Wendy[Gray.Wendy@epa.gov] 
Cc: cdeskins@aoc.gov[cdeskins@aoc.gov] 
From: Adams, Susan 
Sent: Fri 7/8/2016 8:30:24 PM 
Subject: RE: Congressional ltr copying EPA Administrator 
Response to Rep. Lieu 7 .8.1 6.pdf 

Hi Wendy, attached is AOC's response to Conb•ressman Lieu for your information. Have a nice 
weekend. Sue 

From: Adams, Susan 
Sent: Friday, July l , 20 16 4:39 PM 
To: 'Gray, Wendy (Gray.Wendy@epa.gov)' <Gray.Wendy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Congressional ltr copying EPA Administrator 

Hi Wendy, wanted to give you a heads up on a letter we received today from Congressman Lieu 
on which the EPA Administrator is copied. 

I know Sherry has been in contact and sending you our FAQ updates. 

Today, we held 3 b1iefings for Cannon House Office Building Congressional staff today- about 
60 attendees. The briefings and Q&A went ve1y well, received much positive feedback. People 
seem to be realizing we acted in an abundance of caution. 

Congress has been out of session this week and returns Tuesday so we expect more requests for 
briefings/infomiation. 

Sherry is on leave on Tuesday. Please let me know if you require any infonnation or assistance 
in her absence. 

Have a happy and safe Independence day holiday. 



Sue 

People firs t, safety a lways! 

Susan P. Adams 

Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs 

Architect of the Capito l 

202.226.0630 (w) 202.329.6442 (m) 
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July 8, 2016 

Architect of the Capitol 
u.s. C.1pi101. noorn Sll-16 
\Xl:lshln1:1on. DC 205 I 5 
202.228.J 793 

,vww.:ioc:.gov 

The Honorable Ted W. Lieu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 205 I 5 

Dear Representative Lieu: 

Thank you for your letter regarding recent tests that revealed five of twenty-six samples showing 
an elevated lead level in the drinking fountain water of the Cannon House Office Building. I 
understand your concern over the abruptness of my decision to turn off the primary drinking 
water sources but please rest assured that I only did so out of an abundance of caution. 

I apologize that the information that immediately fo llowed raised more questions than we had 
satisfactory answers for. I am committed to providing regular updates and assuring that our staff 
is easily accessible to answer questions and provide accurate, up-to-date infonnation. To answer 
your specific questions: 

I . Which drinking water.fountains in Cannon have been found to have elevated lead poising? 

Twenty-six drinking fountains throughout the building were sampled and tested. The location of 
the five elevated samples are: 

• I st floor, east side, across from 121 (25 ppb) 
• 2nd floor north side (Independence Ave), west end of corridor (56 ppb) 
• 4th floor, south side, east end of corridor ( 17 ppb) 
• 5th floor, north side next to SJ (20 ppb) 
• Basement, west corridor near public restrooms (18 ppb) 

2. Why has the water in Cannon not been tested/or lead since September? 

ln the mid 2000' s and in response to elevated lead levels in drinking water across the District of 
Columbia, AOC voluntarily adopted an annual lead in drinking water sampling program. The 
AOC contracts for sampling with the Federal Occupational Health, a component of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Sampling and analysis arc conducted in accordance 
with the EPA's 3Ts (training, testing, telling) for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools 
technical guidance document. Water is typically tested for lead in the late summer when 
incoming water temperatures are warmest and the potential to detect lead levels is higher. 

3. Who is in charge o,f testing the water? 

The AOC has the authority to test the buildings within our jurisdi ction on an annual basis . 



4. Will you be providing lead poisoning tests/or everyone in the Cannon House Office 
Building who has potentially been exposed? 

Starting July 6, 20 16, blood lead level testing is available to House members and staff, at no cost 
to the individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of the Attending Physician 's 
Rayburn Health Unit (B-344). Results will be confidentially provided directly to the individuals 
who elect to be tested. To schedule an appointment or for more information, please reach out to 
the Office of the Attending Physician's Occupational Health Division at 202.225.0611. 

5. You said that the drinking water stations had been turned off, however, the drinking water 
is still running in my office. When will you shut this off? 

We appreciate that the staff in attendance at the I 0:00 a.m. briefing on Friday, July 1 notified us 
of this, and we immediately had staff go to your office to confinn the water filtration device 
valve was closed. 

6. The signs placed on the water fountain and in the bathroom simply say "Do Not Drink the 
Water. 11 The signs do not, however, say that thfa is due to lead poisoning, potentially leading to 
confusion and risk/or visiting constituents. Will you update the signs lo provide in.formation 
about lead poisoning? 

The water supply to hallway drinking water fountains has been taken out of service. We are 
considering additional signage for restrooms for clarity. 

7. The signs do not say there is any risk in washing our hands in the bathroom. What f 
someone has a cut or open wound? Will you provide more details about what is safe and not safe 
in regards to the lead tainted water? 

Washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots and brushing teeth can all continue as 
water is not being ingested. 

8. Are other House and Senate office buildings at risk? 

The AOC has no reason to suspect any other build ing systems are at ri sk based on eleven years 
of test results. However, out of an abundance of caution, AOC is proceeding with our annual 
sampling plan fo r all congressional buildings at an accelerated pace. 

We will continue water testing this week and next. It will take two to three weeks lo gel results, 
and we will provide test results when available. 

9. Will Cannon consider replacing all of its lead pipes? 

/\s part of the Cannon Renewal project, all piping is to be replaced. 

Architect of the Capitol 
11.s. 01pilol. Hno111 SIH<> I \\1;hhinµcnn. DC .!O'il~ I 2Cl! . .!2H.J"?1H I ww11·.:ooc.µrn · 
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I 0. When will I his be resolved? 

The AOC continues to investigate the cause of these anomalous test results. At this time, we do 
not have a specific time table for when this wi ll be resolved. It is important that we prioritize 
safety and take the time necessary to understand what happened and why. We are in the process 
of hiring a team of expert consultants to assist and advise us. We anticipate it will take several 
months to fully investigate and determine the root cause of this issue. We regret the 
inconvenience this has caused and appreciate your continued patience. 

As additional information becomes available. the AOC will provide regular updates to the 
congressional community that will include the latest information. You will receive these updates 
through the House Sergeant at Arms emergency notification system and you can also access 
them on HouseNet (https://houscnct.housc.gov/). 

The safety and security of those who work in and visi t the Capitol campus remains my top 
priority. 

Sincerely, 

Doc. No. 160705-02-03 

Architect of the Capitol 
ll.S. Capllol. Room Sil-lo I ,x·:i~hln~ton. l>C 20~1'\ I 20!.22H.P'>3 I \\' \\'\\ .:1oq.,•m· 
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TO: 

WHEN/RSVP: 

WHERE: 

Presenters: 

All House Office Bui lding Occupants 

Friday, July 15th @ 2:00PM - 3:00PM 
RSVP Herc to Alyssa Hinman 

Committee on Homeland Security Hearing Room 
Room 311, CHOB 

D The Honorable Stephen Ayers, Architect of the Capitol 
...J William Weidemeyer, Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
Q Susan Adams, Director, Safety, Fire and Environmental Programs, 

Architect of the Capitol 

The briefing will provide you with information regarding the elevated lead samples reported last 
week and what steps arc being taken to address the concerns and protect the building occupants. 

Please note that you must bring your Congressional ID to attend. 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Sherry, 

Deskins , Sherry[cdeskins@aoc.gov] 
Gray, Wendy 
Tue 7/19/2016 4:31 :13 PM 
RE: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

The update attachment was an invite. If you were intending a different attachment, please 
forward. Thanks! 

Wendy Gray, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
US EPA Region Ill 
Drinking Water Branch 
1650 Arch Street (3WP21) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Office: (215) 814-5673 

Cell: (267) 216-6521 
Fax: (215) 814-2302 
Gray.Wendy@EPA.gov 

From: Deskins, Sherry (mailto:cdeskins@aoc.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 4:09 PM 
To: Gray, Wendy <Gray.Wendy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

Daily update 

From: eContact 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 3: 11 PM 

TO : L_ ________ ··-·-·-···-········ ·····- ··Ex .. 6 .• _Personal _Privacy ...•.. .. ..•.. .... .. . .•.... ..•.... .... ..... . ! 
Subject: FW: Water Update - July 18, 2016 



From:! Ex. 6. Personal Privacy ! ........... .._._._,. ........... ----·-····--·- .. -·- - ................ -·-·-
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 3:10:44 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Water Update - July 18, 2016 

Good A ftemoon -

As repo11ed last week, the House Superintendent's Office began the transition from bottled water 
to five-gallon jugs & dispensers for Cannon Building occupants. The initial delivery of 
dispensers is being placed in public spaces , with delivery to member and committee offices to 
follow as additional deliveries arc received. Bottled water will be available at drinki ng fountain 
locations and the basement vending area until the transition to di spensers is complete . 

The outstanding House Office Buildings test results, as well as those for the Capitol and the 
Capitol Visitor Center wi ll be provided as soon as they arc available. Upon completion we will 
share a final , cumulative report reflecting all sampling. 

To learn more about the Cannon water issues and the House Office Building results received to 
date, we encourage you to join us at our next briefing on Friday , July 22. Please sec the attached 
invitation for more infonnation. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
communications@aoc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA , LEED AP 
Arch itect of the Capitol 











To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

cdeskins@aoc.gov[cdeskins@aoc.gov) 
Gayne, Andrew F.[agayne@aoc.gov] 
Gray, Wendy 
Wed 7/13/20161:22:55 PM 
RE: AOC 3T question 

Give me a call , if you can ca tch me before I 0. Thanks ! 

Wendy Gray, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
US EPA Region Ill 
Drinking Water Branch 
1650 Arch Street (3WP21 ) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Office: (215) 814-5673 

Cell: (267) 216-6521 
Fax: (215) 814-2302 
Gray.Wendy@EPA.gov 

From: Gray, Wendy 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 201 6 8:49 AM 
To: cdeskins@aoc.gov 
Cc: Gayne, Andrew F. <agayne@aoc.gov> 
Subject: FW: AOC 3T question 

See below. Let me know if you have Hny questi ons. Thanks! 

Wendy Gray, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
US EPA Region Ill 
Drinking Water Branch 
1650 Arch Street (3WP21) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Office: (215) 814-5673 

Cell: (267) 216-6521 
Fax: (215) 814-2302 



Gray.Wendy@EPA.gov 

From: Rizzo, George 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 8:42 AM 
To: Gray, Wendy <Grav.\Vendv@q~a.uo\'>; Donahue, Lisa <Donahuc.Lisa@eP.a.gov> 
Subject: RE: AOC 3T question 

Wet1dy, 

I agree with your recommendation as long as it applies only to non-LCR compliance samples, 
which should be moot as 1 don ' t think that there are AOC buildings that are being considered as 
regulated PWSs. 

George 

From: Gray, Wendy 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 8: 14 AM 
To: Donahue, Lisa <Donah uc.Lisa@)cpa.gov>; Rizzo, George <Ri zzo.Gcorge@cpa.gov> 
Subject: AOC 3T question 

Good morning, 

I just received the followi ng 3T sampling question from AOC. 

If a device has a filter on it, do you sample with the filter on or off? 



Here is my thought on it.. . Do you agree? 

"Nomrnlly during ini tial sampling the device would be sampled wi th the fi lter off. 

If the intent is for the water filtration device (NSF53) to be part of the pe1manent remedy, then 
sampling after the device can be performed as "Follow-up" sampling" 

Let me know if there is anything else that I'm missing. 

Thanks! 

Wendy 



To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

cdeskins@aoc.gov[cdeskins@aoc.gov) 
Gayne, Andrew F.(agayne@aoc.gov] 
Gray, Wendy 
Wed 7/13/2016 12:49:26 PM 
FW: AOC 3T question 

Sec below. Let me knovv if you have any questions. Thanks! 

Wendy Gray, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
US EPA Region Ill 
Drinking Water Branch 
1650 Arch Street (3WP21) 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Office: (215) 814-5673 

Cell: (267) 216-6521 
Fax: (215) 814-2302 
Gray.Wendy@EPA.gov 

From: Rizzo, George 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 201 6 8:42 AM 
To: Gray, Wendy <Gray.Wendy@epa.gov>; Donahue, Lisa <Donahue.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: AOC 3T question 

Wendy, 

I agree with your recommendation as long as it applies onl y to non-LCR compliance samples, 
which should be moot as l don ' t think that there are AOC buildings that are being considered as 
regulated PWSs. 

George 



From: Gray, Wendy 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 20 16 8: 14 AM 
To: Donahue, Lisa <Donahue.Lisa(@e pa.gov>; Rizzo, George <Rizzo.Cicorge@cpa.gov> 

< 

Subject: AOC 3T question 

Good morning, 

I just received the following 3T sampling question from AOC. 

If a device bas a filter on it, do you sample with the filter on or off? 

Here is my thought on it.. . Do you agree? 

"Normally during initi al sampling the device would be sampled with the fi lter off. 

If the intent is for the water filtration device (NSF53) to be pa11 of the pemrnnent remedy, then 
sampling after the device can be perfonned as "Follow-up" sampling" 

Let me know if there is anything else that I 'm missing. 

Thanks! 

Wendy 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Wendy 

FYI 

Sherry 

From: eContact 

Oesl\•[)S. Sbeav 
Grav. Wendy 
Gayne. Andrew E, 
FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW. July 6 
Tuesday, July 05, 2016 5:37:47 PM 

Sent: Tuesday, July OS, 2016 5:36 PM 

To: L..: .................. ......... Ex . . s - Personal_ Privacy __ .. ... ... _ ......... _ .... _: 
Subject: FW: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

From:! Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy 1 
Sent: iuesoay;·'Jufy"S';·20Io 'S":3o:M'PM (lffC·OS:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
Subject: Blood Lead Level Testing Available Starting TOMORROW, July 6 

This is a message from the House Sergeant at Anns, sent on behalf of the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

Good Afternoon, 

I am pleased to report that starting tomorrow, July 6, 20 16, blood lead level testing will be 
available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no cost to the 
individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attending Physician 's Rayburn 
Unit (B-344). Results will be provided directly to and confidentially with the individuals who 
elect to be tested. 

To set up an appointment or for more in fo rmation, please reach out to the Ollice of the 
Attending Physician's Occupational Health Division at 202-225-0611. All other questions or 
comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to communicatiru1sftt)aoc.i,:ov. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Ayers, F AlA, LEED AP 
Architect of the Capitol 



**UPDATED INFORMATION** 

What is the difference between a primary and secondary drinking water source? 
A primary drinking water source is one where you are likely to obtain water for drinking. This includes drinking fountains and kitchen 
sinks. A secondary water source would include restroom sinks and utility sinks. 

What is the difference between a drinking fountain and a water filtration device? 
Drinking fountains are provided by the AOC and are found in hallways. Water filtrat ion devices are provided by and located in 
individual offices. Water filtration devices are connected to the building water supply. 

Where were the 5 elevated samples in the Cannon House Office Building located? 
In June, 2016, 26 hallway drinking fountains throughout the building were sampled and tested. The locations of the S elevated 
samples are: 

• 1st floor east side, across from 121 (25 ppb), 

• 2nd floor north side (Independence Ave), west end of corridor (56 ppb) 

• 4th floor, south side, east end of corridor (17 ppb) 

• 5th floor north side next to SJ (20 ppb) 
• Basement west corridor near public res trooms (18 ppb) 

Are these levels high enough to cause health problems? 
While there is no reason to believe that these elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors, you 
should consult with your physician for individual health care questions and decisions. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
Starting July 6, 2016, blood lead level testing will be available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no 
cost to the individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attending Physician's Rayburn Unit (B-344). Results will be 
provided directly to and confident ially with the individuals who elect to be tested. 

To schedule an appointment or for more information, please reach out to the Office of the Attending Physician's Occupational 
Health Division at 202-225-0611. All other questions or comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to 

communications@aoc.gov. 

Is the Cannon Renewal the cause of the elevated levels? 
We do not have sufficient data to make a determination at this time. Once we have identified the cause of the elevated levels we 

will provide this information. 
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I understand that the AOC is conducting additional testing. What is being done and will test results be shared? 
Out of an abundance of caution, AOC is proceeding at an accelerated pace with our annual sampling plan for all House Office 
Buildings, the Capitol and the Capitol Visitor Center. In accordance with our annual testing protocols, all water sources in the House 
Child Care Center and twenty percent of primary devices and two percent of secondary devices will be tested in each building. In 
addition, we will undertake testing of the water filtration units in the Cannon Building. The AOC will share the results of the tests 
with the congressional community. 

Will you provide a timeline/schedule for upcoming additional tests? 
Upcoming testing will occur as follows. It will take two to three weeks to obtain results and we will provide test results when 
available: 

• Rayburn was sampled July 1 

• Longworth, Ford and East and West House Underground Garages sampling is scheduled for July 6 

• Water filtration device sampling in Cannon is scheduled for July 7 

Is the water in other buildings safe to drink while testing is pending? 
Based on historical data we have gathered since 2005, there is no reason to believe that the other buildings have similar issues. Our 
upcoming testing will confirm if similar precautionary steps are necessary elsewhere. 

How many samples are in a normal test? When was the last time my office was tested? 
AOC samples 20 percent of primary water sources and 2 percent of secondary water sources in each building each year. In addition, 
all water sources in childcare facilities are tested annually. For office-specific information please contact communicat ions@aoc.gov. 

INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your risk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue-gray metal that is mined from the earth. Lead has been used for many industrial purposes for centuries. It was 
widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. until the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all parts of the 

environment, including inside homes. 

How are people exposed to lead? 
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Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead-contaminated household 
dust or soil. Homes that were built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this paint is disturbed, rubbed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to lead through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include: 

• Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contains lead. 
• Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead. 
• Practicing religious and cultural rituals that include lead. 
• Mouthing or swallowing other lead-containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why w as the water turned off to my w ater filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office-provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 
National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abundance of caution, 
all have been turned off. All filtration devices attached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water filtration devices to be tested in the near future. 

W ho decided to shut off w ater? 
The health and safety of the congressional community is the first responsibility for the Architect of the Capitol. When we started 
receiving elevated lead test results from Cannon House Office Building drinking fountains, the AOC made the independent, proactive 
decision to shut off the water. 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates will be 
provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results, received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources (e.g., drinking 
fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016, 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinking fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per 
billion (ppb). On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 
results. Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 

ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that lead-in-drinking water is compared against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six-month 
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period (Jan- Jun and Jul-Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 

How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 
the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 
2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb, below the EPA standard. 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005-2015), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking water source samples. Prior to this 
week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 
and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus-wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking 
fountain or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and 
then returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sickness or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building. 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for individual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 

teeth)? 
No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested. 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 
stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office-provided water filtration units were turned off the evening 
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of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non-drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all 
CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is investigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as additional information is available. 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate actions"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and flushing of the plumbing 
system (i.e. running water t hrough it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the 
issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA's website at 
www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 
information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on its website at www.dcwater.com/lead. The AOC will be issuing regular updates and providing many opportunities to meet 
face to face with our experts. You can send questions or comments to communications@aoc.gov. 
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The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead -in-drinking water sampling program in AOC -managed 
facil ities in the mid-2000's, evaluating both primary sources (drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, 

beverage dispensers) and secondary sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, 
the results have been below criteria established by the Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not 
been a lead -in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water 
source from service and perform maintenance. In those cases , the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. Recently elevated results were found in t he Cannon House 
Office Building (CHOB). This situation is limited to the CHOB. 

Whether at work or home. I ead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. 
EPA has established a maximum contaminant level goal 1 for lead at zero. Please read the following infonnation from the 
EPA closely to see what you can do to reduce lead in your drinking water - regardless of location. 

Sources of Lead 
Lend is a common metnl found in the environment. llte main 
sources oflead exposure are lead-based paint and lead ­
contaminated dust or soil, and some plumbing materials. In 
addition, lead can be found in certain types of potter y. pewter, 
brass fixtures , food and cosmetics. Other sources include 
exposure from certain hobbies (lead can be carried on clothing 

or shoes). 

Health Effects of Lead 
Lead cnn cause serious health problems if too much enters your 

body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 
to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production 
of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. 
ll1c greatest risk oflead exposure is to infants, young children 
and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects o flead 
on the brain with lowered Intelligence quotient (IQ) in children. 
Adults with kidm:y problems and high blood pressure can be 
affected by low levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is 
stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. During 
pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother's hones, 
which may affect brain development. 

For More Informat ion 
For more information on reducing lead exposure aro1md your 
home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA 's 
website at www.epa.gov/ lead, or contact your health care 
provider. The Centers for Disease Control nnd Prevention 
(CDC) has more infonnation about lead in water at 

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Exposure to 
Lead in Drinking Water at Home 

(i) USEBOT1UOWA1fR 
llle ftepS ~bove w\11 rcduc, tile Im <Ollcentrali>M In 'fOlJI 
dml.lng waif(. llol'N~ if )OU~St\11 CtJiKtfflEd, )OU rN'J 
1\'ljh to use bottlt'd w.iltf (o, drloklng and (ook~-

www.cdc.gov/nech/lcad/tips/watcr.htm . And DC Water talks 
about understanding lead and water on its website at 
www.dcwater.com/ lcad 
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TEDW. LIEU 
33HO 01:, 1 ,ucT, CAUi ORNIA 

COMMITIEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMITIEE ON OV ERSIGHT 
AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Qtongrtss nf t4.e 1llnit.eh ~tate.s 
J!)ousc of 33.rpresentatilles 

1lDia11l1ington. ilQl 211515-0533 

The Honorable Stephen Ayers 
Architect of the Capitol 
Senate I3asement 16 
Washington, DC 205 l 5 

Dear Mr. Ayers and Mr. Wcidemcyer, 

July I, 2016 

William M. Wcidemeycr 
Superintendent, House Office Buildings 
Rayburn B34 I 
Washington, DC 20515 

415 CANHON Hou~i- Q ,=,:.1ce RU1LD1NG 

WASHINC.TOII. DC 20515 
(2021 225-3976 

~ss \V11 .. SHJRE BoULEVAAO. SUH( 3 10 
Los AM,Ht ~. CA 90036 

1310) G52-3095 

ltoO Ro::acnM~:- Avu~ut., 41H rlr.011 
MANtiAITNJ BC/\CH, CA 9026U 

(310) 321-7664 

I am writing in regards to your June 28 announcement that lead levels in the drinking water in the Cannon 
House Office Building are above the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) safe drinking water 
standards. As you know, the EPA safe standard for lead in water is 15 ppb, and some of the water in 
Cannon measured lead levels over three times the lega l limit. My constituents, staff, and I have been 
potentially exposed to lead poisoning, as well as the constituents, staff, and members of Congress in the 
dozens of other offices in the Cannon building. 

The Dear Colleague your office released on June 28 was vague and provided very little details for our 
understandably anxious constituents, staff, and members of Congress who have all been frequent 
consumers of water from the Cannon building. My staff actually contacted the water tilter company fo r 
our office, and they informed us that the filter does 1101 protect against any level of lead. The updated fact 
sheet your office released on June 29 indicated the water had not been tested since September 2015. The 
fact sheet also stated that five of 26 primary drinking wat<.::r sources have elevated lead contents, and that 
all the drinking fountains have been turned off. 

I understand a briefing will be held tomon-ow on the lead contamination, a full three days after the in itial 
announcement, which is coming rather late for anxious staff, worried about lead poisoning. Due to the 
lack of transparency and information to relieve ou r worried constituents and staff, I respectfu lly request 
that your office answers the fo llowing questions: 

• Which drinking water fountains in Ca1rnon have been found to have elevated lead 

poisoning? 

• Why has the water in Caru1on not been tested for lead since September? 

• Who is in charge of testing the water? 

• Will you be providing lead poisoning tests for everyone in the Carmon House Office 

Building who has potentially been exposed? 

• You said that the drink ing water stations had been turned off, however, the drinking 

water is still running in my office. When will you shut this off? 
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• The signs placed on the water fountains and in the bathroom simply say " Do Not Drink 

the Water." The signs do not, however, say that this is due to lead poisoning, potentially 

leading to confusion and risk for visiting constituents. Will you update the signs to 

provide information about the lead poisoning? 

• The signs do not say there is any risk in washing our hands in the bathroom. What if 

someone has a cut or open wound? Will you provide more details about what is safe and 

not safe in regards to the lead tainted water? 

• Are other House and Senate office buildings at risk? 

• Will Cannon consider replacing all of its lead pipes? 

• When will this be resolved? 

Thank you for your time, and my constituents, staff, and I would appreciate a prompt response. Please 

contact my staffer, Megan Price, with any questions or further correspondence at 

megan.price@mai I. house.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Ted W. Lieu 

Member of Congress 

cc: 

The Honorable Gina McCanhy 

Administrator, Envirorunental Protection Agency 
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June 28, 20 16 

Dear Colleague: 

The Architect of the Capitol {AOC) implemented an extensive lead-in-drinking water sampling 
program in AOC-managed facilities in the mid-2000's, evaluating both primary water sources 
(drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, beverage dispensers) and secondary water 
sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). 

Since 2005, overall and campus-wide, the results have been below criteria established by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not been a lead-in-drinking water 
concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water source from 
service and perform maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to service only after acceptable results arc achieved. 

This week, the AOC received results within the Cannon House Office Building that indicate lead 
levels in drinking water sources are slightly above the EPA standard. Although the cause of the 
increase remains under investigation, in an abundance of caution all drinking water sources and 
office-provided water filtration units in the building will be turned off beginning at I 0:00 PM, 
Tuesday, June 28, 2016. 13ujlding operations will not be impacted. Restrooms and kitchen sinks will 
be available for non-drinking use. Bottled water will be avai lable throughout the building beginning 
at 12:00 PM, Wednesday, June 29, 2016. This sit1iation only impacts the Cannon building. 

We are committed to working with you as we resolve the issue. For questions or to repo1t specific 
concerns, please feel free to contact the House Superintendent' s Office at 202.225.4 141. 

We regret this inconvenience and appreciate your continued support as we strive to maintain and 
improve our facilities. The AOC considers the health and safety of the congressional community to 
be of utmost priority. 

William M. Wcidemeye 
Superintendent 
House Office Buildings 



**UPDATED INFORMATION** 

What is the difference between a primary and secondary drinking water source? 
A primary drinking water source is one where you are likely to obtain water for drinking. This includes drinking fountains and kitchen 
sinks. A secondary water source would include restroom sinks and utility sinks. 

What is the difference between a drinking fountain and a water filtration device? 
Drinking fountains are provided by the AOC and are found in hallways. Water filtration devices are provided by and located in 
individual offices. Water filtration devices are connected to the building water supply. 

Where were the 5 elevated samples in the Cannon House Office Building located? 
In June, 2016, 26 hallway drinking fountains throughout the building were sampled and tested. The locat ions of the 5 elevated 
samples are: 

• 1st floor east side, across from 121 (25 ppb), 

• 2nd floor north side (Independence Ave), west end of corridor (56 ppb) 
• 4th floor, south side, east end of corridor (17 ppb) 

• 5th floor north side next to SJ (20 ppb) 
• Basement west corridor near public restrooms (18 ppb) 

Are these levels high enough to cause health problems? 
While there is no reason to believe that these elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors, you 
should consult with your physician for individual health care questions and decisions. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
Starting July 6, 2016, blood lead level testing will be available to House Members and Staff, with a valid congressional badge, at no 
cost to the individual or office. Testing will take place in the Office of Attending Physician's Rayburn Unit (8-344). Results will be 
provided directly to and confidentially with the individuals who elect to be tested. 

To schedule an appointment or for more information, please reach out to the Office of the Attending Physician's Occupational 
Health Division at 202-225-0611. All other questions or comments related to the lead-in-water issue can be sent to 
communications@aoc.gov. 

Is the Cannon Renewal the cause of the elevated levels? 
We do not have sufficient data to make a determination at this time. Once we have identified the cause of the elevated levels we 
will provide this information. 
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I understand that the AOC is conducting additional testing. What is being done and will test results be shared? 
Out of an abundance of caution, AOC is proceeding at an accelerated pace with our annual sampling plan for al l House Office 
Buildings, the Capitol and the Capitol Visitor Center. In accordance with our annual testing protocols, all water sources in the House 
Child Care Center and twenty percent of primary devices and two percent of secondary devices will be tested in each building. In 
addition, we will undertake testing of the water filtration units in the Cannon Building. The AOC will share the results of the tests 
with the congressional community. 

Will you provide a timeline/schedule for upcoming additional tests? 
Upcoming testing will occur as follows. It will take two to three weeks to obtain results and we will provide test resul ts when 
available: 

• Rayburn was sampled July 1 

• Longworth, Ford and East and West House Underground Garages sampling is scheduled for July 6 

• Water filtration device sampling in Cannon is scheduled for July 7 

Is the water in other buildings safe to drink while testing is pending? 
Based on historical data we have gathered since 2005, there is no reason to believe that the other buildings have similar issues. Our 
upcoming testing will confirm if similar precautionary steps are necessary elsewhere. 

How many samples are in a normal test? When was the last time my office was tested? 
AOC samples 20 percent of primary water sources and 2 percent of secondary water sources in each building each year. In addition, 
all water sources in childcare facilities are tested annually. For office-specific information please contact communications@aoc.gov. 

INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your risk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue-gray metal that is mined from the earth. Lead has been used for many industrial purposes for centuries. It was 
widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. until the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all parts of the 
environment, including inside homes. 

How are people exposed to lead? 
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Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead-contaminated household 
dust or soil. Homes that were built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this paint is disturbed, rubbed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to lead through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include: 

• Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contains lead. 
• Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead. 

• Practicing religious and cultural rituals that include lead. 
• Mouthing or swallowing other lead-containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why was the water turned off to my water filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office-provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 
National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abundance of caution, 
all have been turned off. All filtrat ion devices attached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water filtration devices to be tested in the near future. 

Who decided to shut off water? 
The health and safety of the congressional community is the first responsibility for the Architect of the Capitol. When we started 
receiving elevated lead test results from Cannon House Office Building drinking fountains, the AOC made the independent, proactive 
decision to shut off t he water. 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates will be 
provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results, received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources (e.g., drinking 
fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016, 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinking fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per 
billion (ppb). On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 
results. Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 
ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that lead-in-drinking water is compared against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six-month 
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period (Jan- Jun and Jul-Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 

How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 
the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 
2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb, below the EPA standard. 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005-2015), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking water source samples. Prior to this 
week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 
and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus-wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking 

fountain or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and 
then returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved. 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sickness or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building. 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for individual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 

teeth)? 
No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested. 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 
stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caut ion, all Cannon drinking water sources and office-provided water filtration units were turned off the evening 
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of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non-drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all 
CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is investigat ing to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as additional information is available. 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate actions"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and flushing of the plumbing 
system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the 
issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? . 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA' s website at 
www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 
information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on its website at www.dcwater.com/ lead. The AOC wi ll be issuing regular updates and providing many opportunit ies to meet 
face to face with our experts. You can send questions or comments to communica tions@aoc.gov. 
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June,2016 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building (CHOB)? 

The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. 

Updates will be provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 

The most recent results, received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water 

sources (e.g., drinking fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard. 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 

Since 2005, overall and campus-wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA 

and indicate there has not been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the 

need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In 

those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then retu rned to service only after acceptable 

results are achieved. 

Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 

There are no current reports of sickness or symptoms linked to the CHOB. 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 

There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occupants and 

visitors. Please refer to the lead-in-drinking water bulletin for suggested precautionary measures. Consult with 

your physician for individual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water {washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee 

pots, brushing teeth)? 

No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested. 



Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 

No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. Th is situation is limited to the 

Cannon Building and is not stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to 

determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 

In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office-provided water filtration units were 

turned off the evening of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non­

drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is 

investigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates as additional information 

is available. 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate actions"? 

Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and 

flushing of the plumbing system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water 

lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required 

that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 

For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, 

visit EPA's website at www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) has more information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. 

And DC Water talks about understanding lead and water on its website at www.dcwater.com/lead. You can 

also contact the AOC Superintendent's office for more information. 



June 29, 2016 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 

The Office of the Architect of the Capitol (AOC} is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. 

Updates will be provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 

The most recent results, received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water 

sources (e.g., drinking fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 

During the week of June 20, 2016, 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of 

Monday, June 27, 2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinking 

fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per billion (ppb) . On the mornings of June 28, 2016 and June 29, 2016, 

AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source results. Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water 

source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 

25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that lead-in-drinking water is 

compared against? 

The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of 

samples in a six-month period (Jan- Jun and Jul-Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 

How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling 

and what were the results? 

Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last 

conducted in September 2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb, below the EPA standard. 



What sampling has been performed historically? 

Over the last 11 years (2005-2015), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking water source 

samples. Prior to this week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb}, 

one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 and 28 ppb) . 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 

Since 2005, overall and campus-wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA 

and indicate there has not been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the 

need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In 

those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then returned to service only after acceptable 

results are achieved. 

Has anyone reported symptoms/ sickness? 

There are no current reports of sickness or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building. 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 

There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to bu ilding occupants and 

visitors. Consult with your physician for individual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee 

pots, brushing teeth)? 

No, all of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested. 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 

No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the 

Cannon Building and is not stemming from water service lines maintained by DC Water. AOC is investigating to 

determine the root cause. 



What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 

In an abundance of caution, al l Cannon drinking water sources and office-provided water filtration units were 

turned off the evening of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks rema in available for non­

drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is 

investigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates as additional information 

is available. 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate actions"? 

Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and 

flushing of the plumbing system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water 

lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required 

that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 

For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/ building and the health effects of lead, 

visit EPA's website at www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) has more information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/ nceh/ lead/ tips/water.htm. 

And DC Water talks about understanding lead and water on its website at ww w.dcwater. com/lead. You can 

also contact the AOC Superintendent's office for more information. 

Updated from version released on June 28, 2016 



**UPDATED INFORMATION"* 

How do I know if I have been exposed to unhealthy levels of lead? 
Blood can be sampled and tested for exposure to lead. 

Will the Architect of the Capitol test my blood? 
The AOC is working diligently on options to provide testing or testing reimbursements and expects to inform the Cannon Buildi ng 
occupants in the next few days. 

What can I do to minimize my potential exposure to lead in drinking water? 
Please see that attached Bulletin for information to help you reduce your risk of exposure to lead in drinking water. 

What is lead? 
Lead is a soft, blue -gray metal that is mined from the earth. Lead has been used for many ind ustrial purposes for centuries. It was 
widely used in paint and gasoline in the U.S. unt il the 1970's. Lead does not break down over time. Lead is present in all pa rts of the 

environment, including inside homes. 

How are people exposed to lead? 
Unless you have an occupation that requires an exposure to lead, most people are exposed through lead -contaminated household 
dust or soil. Homes that were built before 1978 are likely to have paint that contains lead. If this paint is disturbed, rubb ed, peels or 
chips, then people may come in contact with lead. 

Some people may be exposed to lead through working with or near lead. Other routes of exposure might include: 

C Eating or drinking water, food, or alcohol that contains lead. 

Using ceramic or other pottery that contains lead . 

..J Practicing religious and cultural rituals that include lead. 

0 Mouthing or swallowing other lead -containing products, including some imported jewelry. 

Why was the water turned off to my water filtration unit? 
The AOC does not have documentation on office -provided water filtration units to determine if the filters are certified to meet 

National Sanitation Foundation Standard 53 and routinely replaced as recommended by EPA. Therefore, in an abundance of caution, 
all have been turned off. All filtration devices at tached to the building water supply should not be used for drinking. The AOC will be 
arranging for all water filtration devices to be tested in the near future. 

--===============================--------------------------------------------
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INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED 

What is the cause of the elevated lead levels in the Cannon House Office Building? 
The Office of the Architect of the Capi tol (AOC) is investigating the elevated lead levels to determine the cause. Updates will be 
provided as additional information is available. 

How long have we known about elevated levels? 
The most recent results , received the week of June 27, 2016, indicate lead levels in primary drinking water sources ( e.g., drinking 
fountains) are slightly above the Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA) standard. 

When were results received and what were they? 
During the week of June 20, 2016 , 26 primary drinking water source samples were drawn. On the afternoon of Monday, June 27, 
2016, AOC received notification that three (3) primary drinking water source (drinking fountains) results exceeded 15 parts per 

billion (ppb) . On the mornings of June 28, 2016 a nd June 29, 2016, AOC received additional elevated primary drinking water source 

results.Five (5) of 26 primary drinking water source samples were elevated. The specific results of the five (5) elevated tests were 17 
ppb, 18 ppb, 20 ppb, 25 ppb and 56 ppb. 

What is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standard that lead -in-drinking water is compared 
against? 
The EPA standard that is applicable to the Cannon House Building drinking water system is for 90 percent of samples in a six -month 
period (Jan- Jun and Jul -Dec) to be below 15 ppb. 

How often does AOC sample primary source drinking water? When was the last sampling and what were 
the results? 
Cannon Building primary drinking water sources have been sampled annually since 2005. Sampling was last conducted in September 

2015, during which the highest result was 9.12 ppb , below the EPA sta ndard . 

What sampling has been performed historically? 
Over the last 11 years (2005 -2015 ), the AOC analyzed 363 Cannon Building primary drinking waters ource samples. Prior to this 

week, all samples were below 15 ppb with the exception of four: 1 in 2006 (41.8ppb), one in 2008 (33.3 ppb), and two in 2012 (19.9 

and 28 ppb). 

How do we know this is isolated to Cannon? 
Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, the results have been acceptable, below criteria established by the EPA and indicate there has 
not been a lead -in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a drinking fountain 
or sink from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, the device is repaired or replaced, retested and the n 

returned to service only after acceptable results are achieved . 
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Has anyone reported symptoms/sickness? 
There are no current reports of sicknes s or symptoms linked to the Cannon Building . 

Are there any precautions I need to take? What if I'm a nursing mother/pregnant? 
There is no reason to believe that the elevated levels pose an immediate threat to building occ upants and visitors. Consult with your 
physician for i ndividual health care decisions. 

Any impacts beyond drinking water (washing dishes, washing hands, washing mugs/coffee pots, brushing 
teeth)? 
No, al l of these activities can continue as water is not being ingested . 

Is the water provided by DC Water the issue? 
No. Some plumbing fixtures in the building are indicating elevated levels. This situation is limited to the Cannon Building and is not 
stemming from water service lines maintain ed by DC Water. AOC is investigating to determine the root cause. 

What is being done to correct the Cannon Building situation and when will it be resolved? 
In an abundance of caution, all Cannon drinking water sources and office -provided water filtration unit s were turned off the evening 
of June 28, 2016. Kitchen, bathroom and restroom sinks remain available for non -drinking use. Bottled water is being provided for all 

CHOB occupants beginning June 29, 2016. AOC is investigating to determine the source of the elevated lead and will provide updates 

as additional information is available . 

What do you mean by the terms "maintenance actions" or "appropriate acti ons"? 
Maintenance actions include cleaning screens, commonly referred to as aerators, that are in fixtures and flushing of the plum bing 
system (i.e. running water through it to flush out particles that may be in the water lines). If maintenance actions do no resolve the 
issue, a more detailed engineering evaluation may be required that could result in fixture replacement. 

Who may I speak to about other questions? 
For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA's website at 
www.epa .gov/lead, or contact your health care provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has more 

information about lead in water at www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks about understanding lead and 
water on its website at www.dcwater.com/lead . You can also contact the AOC Superintendent's office for more information. 
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The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead -in-drinking water sampling program in AOC -managed 
facilities in the mid -2000's, evaluating both primary sources (drinking fountains, water filtration units, kitchen sinks, 

beverage dispensers) and secondary sources (restroom/hand/utility sinks, etc.). Since 2005, overall and campus -wide, 
the results have been below criteria established by the Environmental Protecti on Agency (EPA) and indicate there has not 
been a lead-in-drinking water concern. On rare occasions, sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a water 
source from seNice and perform maintenance. In those cases , the device is repaired or replaced, retested and then 
returned to seNice only after acceptable results are achieved. Recently elevated results were found in t he Cannon House 
Office Building (CHOB). This situation is limited to the CHOB. 

Whether at work or home, I ead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childen. 
EPA has established a maximum contaminant level goal 1 for lead at zero. Please read the following information from the 
EPA closely to see what you can do to reduce lead in your drinking water - regardless of location. 

Sources of Lead 
Lead is a common metal found in the environment. The main 
sources of lead exposure arc lead -based paint and lead -
contaminated dust or soil, and some plumbing materials. In 
addition, lead can be found in certain types of potter y, pewter. 
brass fixtures, food and cosmetics. Other sources include 
exposure from certain hobbies (lead can be carried on clothing 

or shoes). 

Health Effects of Lead 
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your 
body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 
to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production 
of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. 
The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children 
and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects o !'lead 
on the brain with lowered Inte lligence quotient (IQ) in children. 
Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be 

affected by low levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is 
stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. During 
pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother's bones, 
which may affect brain development. 

For More Information 
For more infonnation on reducing lead exposure around your 
home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA 's 
website at www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care 
provider. TI1e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has more infonnation about lead in water at 

-Steps You C;1n Take to Reduce Exposure to 
Lead in_Drinking Water at Home 

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lcad/tips/watcr.htm . And DC Water talks 
about understanding lead and water on its wt:bsitc at 
www.dcwater.com/lcad 

'muximw11 level at which no known or anticipated adverse effect on health would occur • Architect of' the Capitol I Washington, DC 205 IS I www .anc .!!m A~C"HITfCT 
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Lead-in-Drinking Water Bulletin 

The Architect of the Capitol (AOC) implemented an extensive lead-in-drinking water sampling 

program in AOC-managed facilities in the early 2000s. Overall, the results are acceptable, below 

standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and indicate there is not a lead-in-

drinking water concern. On rare occasions our sampling indicates the need to temporarily remove a 

drinking fountain or faucet from service and perform corrective maintenance. In those cases, we 

repair or replace the device, retest it and return it to service only after acceptable results are 

achieved. 

 

Whether at work or home, lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women 

and young childen. Please read the following information from the EPA closely to see what you can 

do to reduce lead in your drinking water – regardless of location.  

 
 

Sources of Lead 

Lead is a common metal found in the environment. The main 

sources of lead exposure are lead-based paint and lead-

contaminated dust or soil, and some plumbing materials. In 

addition, lead can be found in certain types of pottery, pewter, 

brass fixtures, food and cosmetics. Other sources include 

exposure from certain hobbies (lead can be carried on clothing 

or shoes). 

 

Health Effects of Lead 

Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your 

body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage 

to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production 

of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. 

The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children 

and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects of lead 

on the brain with lowered Intelligence quotient (IQ) in children. 

Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be 

affected by low levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is 

stored in the bones and it can be released later in life. During 

pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother’s bones, 

which may affect brain development. 

 

For More Information 

For more information on reducing lead exposure around your 

home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA’s 

website at www.epa.gov/lead, or contact your health care 

provider. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) has more information about lead in water at 

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm. And DC Water talks 

about understanding lead and water on its website at 

www.dcwater.com/lead. You can also contact the AOC 

Superintendent’s office for more information. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
TIMELINE   
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6/29/16  CF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Notified issued Do Not Drink at approx. 6:00 pm and 
disconnected drinking sources.  Bottled water to be 
provided by noon. 

 6/29/16 
8:55   ET   Joan & David  EPA   Draft Desk Statement  
 6/29/16 
9:06   EF   Sherry Deskins  AOC  

Suggested notification of EPA management and 
Congressional Liaison 

 6/29/16 
9:12   ET  Jon C   EPA   Notification of Brian Hamilton, Congressional Liaison  
 6/29/16 
9:19   ET 

Jon C, PKW, RR, 
KC   EPA   Hot Issue Update with information from 6/29 

 6/29/16 
9:29   ET   Sherry Deskins  AOC  Requested Communication Materials 
 6/29/16 
10:12   EF  Jon   EPA  Jon to notify Brian Hamilton  
6/29/16 
11:43  CF  Joe Lisa  EPA  Notification of Situation 
6/29/16 
11:58  ET 

David 
Sternberg  EPA  Article on The Hill.com 

 6/29/16 
12:21   EF 

 David 
Sternberg   EPA  Draft Desk Statement  
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 6/29/16 
12:42   ET 

 David 
Sternberg, 
Shawn Garvin  EPA   Draft Desk Statement  

 6/29/16 
1:10   ET   Lisa & George  EPA    Notified of situation 
 6/29/16 
1:16   CT   Sherry Deskins  AOC   Requested Communication Materials 
 6/29/16 
15:23   EF  Sherry Deskins   AOC    Dear Colleague Letter and FAQ Communication Materials 
6/29/16 
16:22  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Note of receipt of Drinking Water Advisory materials 
6/30/16 
6:17  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Received FAQ version 2 
6/30/16 
7:27  EF  Patti Kay  EPA  No additional advisory communication comments 
6/30/16 
7:36  EF  Patti Kay  EPA  Method of notification is voluntary 
 6/30/16 
7:50   ET   Sherry Deskins   AOC   Requested issuance status of FAQ version 2 
6/30/16 
7:51  ET  Karrie, PK  EPA  Forwarded FAQ V2 

 
     

 (b) (7)(F)
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6/30/16 
8:06  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Bulletin not yet published will address advisory comments 
6/30/16 
8:07  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Offered to assist to review Lead Monitoring results if 
provided 

6/30/16 
8:30& 
8:43  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Requested phone call 

 
       

 
 

 
6/30/16 
9:10  EF 

David 
Sternberg  EPA  Draft Desk Statement 

 6/30/16 
10:17   CF  Sherry Deskins    AOC 

 Communication Material status with regard to EPA’s 
comments 

6/30/16 
10:45  EF  Shawn Garvin  EPA  OK to Desk Statement 

 
     

 
 

 
     

 
 

 
      

 
 

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (7)(F)
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 6/30/16 
22:09   EF   Sherry Deskins  AOC 

 Revised Drinking Water Advisory materials issued on 
6/30/16 and means of communication 

 7/1/16   EF 
 Karrie Rick Lisa 
George   EPA 

 Drinking Water Advisory materials as issued on 6/30 for 
review 

 7/1/16 
16:39  EF    Susan Adams   AOC   Congressman Lieu letter to AOC copied to Administrator 
7/1/16 
16:42  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Congressman Lieu letter to AOC copied to Administrator 
7/2/16 
14:26  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Included Bulletin and clarification of method of 
communication 

7/5/16 
17:38  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Blood lead testing being provided 
7/6/16 
12:53  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Updated FAQ 
7/6/16 
14:34  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Clarification of EPA comments on 4 communication 
materials 

7/7/16 
7:11  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Request for call to discuss language changes 
7/7/16 
8:57  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Timing of call to discuss 
7/7/16 
9:05  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Agreed time for call 
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7/7/16 
9:47  CT  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Clarification of EPA comments provided in email of 7/6/16 
at 14:34 

7/8/16 
15:29  ET  Andy Gayne  AOC  Request if something needed today 
7/8/16 
16:31  EF  Susan Adams  AOC  Response to Congressman Lieu letter 
7/12/16 
9:57  ET  Andy Gayne  AOC  Request for call to discuss current communication materials 
7/13/16 
7:35  CF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  3T sampling protocol question, after or before filter 
7/13/16 
7:42  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  3T sampling protocol question, after or before filter 
7/13/16 
8:49  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  3T sampling protocol answer regarding use of filter 
7/13/16 
9:23  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Request for call to discuss 
7/13/16 
9:28  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Timing for call to discuss 

 
 

 
   

 
 

7/13/16 
9:55  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Revised 3T sampling protocol answer regarding use of filter 

(b) (7)(F)
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7/14/16 
14:16  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Attachments of daily communications regarding lead 
7/15/16 
17:03  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Daily update having information on remaining 8 Rayburn 
samples 

7/18/16 
16:09  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Daily update regarding use of 5 gallon jugs instead of bottles 
7/19/16 
12:31  ET  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Request clarification of intent of attachment of daily update 
7/18/16 16:09 email 

7/19/16 
12:37  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Clarification of attachment of 7/18/16 16:09 email 
7/19/16 
18:18  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Daily update containing Longworth results having no results 
above 15 ppb 

7/20/16 
16:37  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Daily update containing Cannon having 4 results above 15 
and Capitol and Capitol Visitor Center results with none 
above 15 ppb 

7/21/16 
16:47  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC 

Daily update containing Cannon 4 water filtration results 
above 15 and Rayburn two restroom sinks above 15.  
Longworth, O’Neill, Ford and Garages having no results 
above 15. 

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (7)(F)
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7/22/16 
14:57  CT  Andy Gayne  AOC 

EPA question about whether the water filtration devices 
were NSF certified.  More results will continue to come in.  
100% pipe replacement in Cannon already planned as part 
of building reconstruction project.  Cannon still under 
Advisory.  Rayburn is not. 

7/22/16  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Daily update 

 
     

 

7/26/16  EF  Sherry Deskins  AOC  Update that daily updates have ceased 
         
         
         

 

(b) (7)(F)
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